
Resilient City Zones

Urgency Ordinance
Noise
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June 25, 2019 Planning and Economic Development



Background

• October 8, 2017:  Wildfire damaged or destroyed 
thousands of residential and commercial structures

• October 24, 2017: Council adopted urgency 
ordinances related to the Resilient City (-RC) 
Combining District
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• The City Code for Noise in Chapter 17-16, limits the ambient noise 
levels based on Zoning Districts. 

• The General Plan provides typical noise levels for construction
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• Section 17-16.030 sets forth the base ambient noise levels 
present throughout the day within the various zoning districts.

• Section 17-16.120 of the City Code states that it is unlawful for 
any person to operate any machinery, equipment, pump, fan, 
air-conditioning apparatus or similar mechanical device in any 
manner so as to create any noise which would cause the noise 
level at the property line of any property to exceed the 
ambient base noise level by more than five decibels. 
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Background

Ambient Noise Levels



Background

• The City of Santa Rosa General Plan 2035 Environmental Impact Report 
incorporates normal noise levels from construction that through standard 
conditions of approval are reduced to a less than significant impact 
because the increase in noise is short-term.
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Background
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Background

• PED’s Engineering division conducted decibel readings at 
construction sites within the –RC Overlay District 

• Noise levels of rebuilding activities are consistent with the 
General Plan, but higher than the thresholds presented within 
the City Code.

• The decibel readings are consistent with industry standards 
associated with the equipment used in the rebuild operations.
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Background
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Background

• PED has participated in a significant number of community 
meetings

• Many property owners have expressed a desire to maintain 
quiet hours throughout the week. 
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Background

• High volumes of construction activity within the rebuilding 
areas 

• Impacts created by locally sourced materials such as concrete, 
the construction community has found it difficult at times to 
maintain a strict adherence to set construction schedules. 

12



13

Exemption from the Noise Ordinance

Proposed Exemption from the Noise Ordinance
• The City Manager, or his or her designee, be granted the 

authority to extend the construction hours from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. Monday through Saturday to 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, when it is determined that certain 
activities are critical to an expedient rebuild must occur outside of 
the standard hours.

• Any applicant permitted to perform exterior construction 
activities producing noise levels 5 decibels above the ambient 
levels prior to 7:00 a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. but no later than 
9:00 p.m. Monday through Friday be required to provide 
notification to adjacent occupied homes.
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Environmental Review
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA):

Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(3): repairs and 
replacement work after a state-declared disaster

Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(4): actions to 
mitigate or prevent an emergency

CEQA Section 15269(a): maintaining, repairing, restoring, 
demolishing, or replacing property or facilities damaged or 
destroyed as a result of a disaster stricken area 

CEQA Section 15269(c): specific actions necessary to 
prevent or mitigate an emergency.



• Allows additional flexibility in the rebuild of fire 
damaged homes

• Alleviates Staff time dedicated to noise complaints
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Benefits



The Planning and Economic Development Department 
recommends that the Council:

• Amend section 20-28.100, Resilient City (–RC) Combining 
District, to exempt construction activities associated with the 
rebuilding efforts from adherence to the City’s Noise 
Ordinance as described in chapter 17-16 of the city code and 
establish specific construction hours that may be modified by 
the city manager when needed to support a timely rebuilding 
process for those parts of the City of Santa Rosa most 
severely impacted by the Tubbs and Nuns Fires of October 
2017
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Recommendation



Questions
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Supervising Planner
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