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CITY OF SANTA ROSA 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SUBJECT: AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SANTA ROSA AND 

THE SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY TO CONTINUE 
THE CREEK STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

STAFF PRESENTER: STEVE BRADY, SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST  
 UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
 
AGENDA ACTION: RESOLUTION 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ISSUE(S) 
 
Should the City Council authorize the Director of Utilities to execute a joint funding 
agreement with the Sonoma County Water Agency to continue the Creek Stewardship 
Program through fiscal year 2018/2019 and authorize the use of Storm Water 
Enterprise funds for this purpose? 
 

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIES 

Goal 3:   Provide Leadership for Environmental Initiatives 
• Strategic Objective 1, Improve our Transportation Network to Reduce Vehicle 

Miles Traveled and Promote Mulit-modal Transportation - Creek Stewardship 
Program helps keep creekside trails clean, safe and passable. 

• Strategic Objective 3, Review Urban Open Space Plans and Improve Creeks and 
Other Watersheds – Community members have volunteer opportunities to help 
care for their creeks and watersheds.  The Program also designates a single 
contact for creek related issues. 

Goal 4:   Maintain and Enhance our City’s Cultural, Historical, and Recreational Assets 
• Strategic Objective 4, Expand and Maintain Youth and Family Programs –The 

Program works with an increasing number of school and youth groups.  
• Strategic Objective 5, Promote Santa Rosa's History – Creeks have always been 

instrumental in the evolution of Santa Rosa by providing food and travel routes 
for Indians and early settlers, determining the City’s geographical development, 
and providing drainage to prevent flooding.  Educating the public on the many 
benefits that creeks provide helps instill a sense of connectivity and 
responsibility. 
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Goal 5:   Improve the Partnerships between Neighborhoods, Community Organizations, 
Schools, and the City to Support and Promote Thriving, Inclusive, and Diverse 
Neighborhoods 

• Strategic Objective 5, Support Community Engagement Programs to the 
Neighborhoods – Creek Stewardship works with many neighbors, schools, and 
community organizations on creek related problems and encourages public 
participation in the care of creeks. 

Goal 6:   Commit to Making Santa Rosa a Healthy Community Where People Feel Safe 
to Live, Work, and Play 

• Strategic Objective 10, Increase Enforcement of Existing Trash, Graffiti, and Sign 
Rules – City staff, crews from the County jail and Youth Corps all help reduce 
trash in creeks and on trails.  The Program provides a single City contact for the 
public to report problems and make suggestions regarding creeks.  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Creek Stewardship Program was initiated in 2002 by a joint funding 

agreement (Agreement) between the Sonoma County Water Agency (Agency) 
and the City of Santa Rosa (City) to offer citizens who live, travel, and recreate 
along Santa Rosa’s creeks the opportunity to protect and enhance the creeks 
they enjoy. 

 
2. A joint funding agreement was renewed for fiscal years 2007-2008 through 2012-

2013. 
 

3. City share of the funding has been provided by Storm Water Enterprise funds 
and appropriated in annual budgets. 

 
4. The Santa Rosa General Plan 2035 and the Citywide Creek Master Plan 

(adopted by City Council in 2007) both promote citizen involvement in the care of 
local creeks through the Creek Stewardship Program. 

 
5. An Environmental Specialist within the Santa Rosa Utilities Department, jointly 

funded by the City and the Agency, currently coordinates the Program, develops 
community partnerships, creates outreach material, oversees the Creek 
Stewards’ volunteer activities, expedites follow through on reports, and facilitates 
communication between the multiple agencies with creek related responsibilities. 
 

6. Without an organized community involvement program, problems along creeks 
such as illicit dumping, pollutant discharges, illegal camping, bank erosion, 
growth of non-native invasive plants, and trail maintenance needs could go 
unidentified for long periods of time. 
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7. For creek clean-up, repair and revegetation work that is beyond the abilities of 

the volunteer Creek Stewards, the Agreement provides the City with services of 
Supervised Adult Crews contracted through the Agency for thirty days a year. 
 

ANALYSIS 
 
1. The Utilities, Transportation and Public Works, Recreation and Parks, and Police 

Departments, as well as Agency staff, support continuation of the Creek 
Stewardship Program, recognizing its role in the implementation of the Citywide 
Creek Master Plan, and the benefits that the program provides to the community, 
which include:   

 
• Increased awareness by citizens of the benefits provided by local creeks.  
• Empowerment of citizens through a meaningful role in the care and 

enhancement of creeks. 
• Timely and effective response to citizens’ concerns regarding creek related 

environmental, safety, and recreational issues. 
 
2. The City and Agency are operating along with the County of Sonoma under a 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for municipal 
storm water discharges, issued by the North Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board. 

 
3.       The Creek Stewardship Program would assist in fulfilling the storm water permit 

work plan which requires extensive outreach, particularly to youth, and actions to 
reduce pollutants of concern, including pet waste, vehicle fluids, household 
toxins, pesticides and fertilizers, construction waste, green waste, and litter.   

 
4.  City and Agency costs for the jointly funded Creek Stewardship Program for 

fiscal years 2013-2014 through 2018-2019 are shown in the attached 
Agreement.  Projected Storm Water Enterprise revenue for water quality-related 
creek restoration purposes is sufficient to fund the City’s share ($255,000) of the 
proposed Agreement. 

 
5.  The Agreement would also provide continued funding for an Environmental 

Specialist position (including benefits and general government overhead) within 
the Utilities Department to coordinate the Program.  This position would be 
equally funded by the City’s Storm Water Enterprise creek restoration budget 
and the Agency. 

 
6. The Agreement would also provide the City the use of Supervised Adult Crews 

contracted through the Agency for thirty days per year to perform work that is 
beyond the abilities of the volunteer Creek Stewards.  The City’s Storm Water 
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Enterprise creek restoration budget would continue to reimburse the Agency for 
the City’s use of the Supervised Adult Crews. 

 
7. The Agreement has been approved by the City Attorney’s office. 

 
8. Funding for the Creek Stewardship Program and the services of the Supervised 

Adult Crews is subject to the City Council and the Agency Board of Directors’ 
approval as set forth in the Agreement.  In future years, annual program funding 
will be approved through their respective budgets.  Either party may terminate its 
participation in the Agreement without cause by giving twelve months advance 
written notice to the other party.  Either party may also terminate its participation 
in the Agreement for non-appropriation of funds by giving thirty days written 
notice to the other party. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended by the Utilities Department that the Council, by Resolution, authorize 
the Director of Utilities to execute a joint funding agreement with the Sonoma County 
Water Agency to continue the Creek Stewardship Program through fiscal year 
2018/2019 and authorize the use of Storm Water Enterprise funds for this purpose. 
 

Author: Steve Brady 

Attachment: 
 
Agreement for Funding and Joint Implementation of Creek Stewardship Program  
(FY 2013/2014 – FY 2018/2019)  
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