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CITY OF SANTA ROSA 
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ISSUE(S) 
 
Shall the City Council ratify the Co-Sponsorship Agreement Between the City of Santa 
Rosa and Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Association Supporting the Management 
Transition of Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Programs, Activities and Events? 

COUNCIL GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

This item relates to Council Goal 4, “Maintain and Enhance Our City’s Cultural and 
Recreational Assets.”  This agreement provides ongoing maintenance of City parkland, 
assisting in the reduction of maintenance costs paid by the City.  

BACKGROUND 
 

1. In 2010, the City entered into an agreement approved through Council 
Resolution No. 27627 with Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Association for the 
lease and administration of the Luther Burbank Home & Gardens. Luther 
Burbank Home & Gardens Association (LBHGA) is a California nonprofit public 
benefit corporation.  
 

2. The 2010 Agreement established a five-year lease and administration of the 
programs on the historic property, including public tours, managing the 
interpretive gardens, museum and gift shop, maintaining and collecting archival 
materials, training volunteers, and holding fundraising activities.   

 
3. The 2010 Agreement acknowledges that it is in the best interest of both the City 

and LBHGA to see the successful growth of LBHGA’s finances and an increase 
of their fiduciary accountability. To this end, the 2010 Agreement stated the City 
and LBHGA would enter into an additional agreement permitting access and use 
of the offices and office equipment on the premises of Luther Burbank Home & 
Gardens. 
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4. This additional agreement became the “Co-Sponsorship Agreement—An Agreement 

Between the City of Santa Rosa and Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Association 
Supporting the Management Transition of Luther Burbank Home & Gardens 
Programs, Activities and Events”, and was to be updated from time to time. 

 
5. In the Agreement the responsibilities of the City and LBHGA are defined. The City’s 

responsibilities include providing access to, and use of, furniture, office equipment, 
records and files, and providing maintenance and upgrades to the security/fire alarm 
system in the Home and carriage House. LBHGA responsibilities include purchasing 
office supplies, purchasing upgrades to office equipment, funding programs and 
events and maintaining the office. 

 
6. The Agreement was amended in September 2012 with the collaboration of LBHGA 

Board members and City staff, establishing a one-year term to correspond with the 
City’s fiscal year. The Co-Sponsorhip Agreement was signed by the Director of the 
Recreation & Parks Department and the Acting Chair, Vice Chair of the LBHGA 
Board. The former Director approved and executed the Co-Sponsorship Agreement 
which should have been approved by the City Council. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended by the Department of Recreation & Parks that Council, by resolution, 
ratify  the Co-Sponsorship Agreement - An Agreement Between the City of Santa Rosa 
and Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Association Supporting the Management 
Transition of Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Programs, Activities and Events and that 
the ratification dates back to September 19, 2012. 

Author:  Lisa W. Grant  

Attachments: 
 

• The September 19, 2012 Co-Sponsorship Agreement—An Agreement Between 
the City of Santa Rosa and Luther Burbank Home & Gardens Association 
Supporting the Management Transition of Luther Burbank Home & Gardens 
Programs, Activities and Events. 
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