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Presentation Outline

» Project Summary
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> Discussion

» Next Steps




The General Plan Update process, known as Santa Rosa Forward,
provides an important opportunity to revisit and rethink
community planning policies and programs.




And to work directly with the Santa Rosa community to
identify opportunities and solutions at regional, citywide, and
neighborhood scales.
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Project Website

to take the Santa Rosa Forward Survey!

ar la encuesta de Santa Rosa Forward!

The City launched a project
website in December 2020 that
includes a wealth of project
information and materials.

Also includes a Comment Form,
the ability to sign up for email

Santa Rosa is in a time of incredible change. The recent fires,
[ housing crisis, electrical grid blackouts, and calls for social justice

updates, and links to surveys e o
’ ¢ ssion on how the city will grow and change over the coming

discu
years and decades. It Is now time to discuss how Santa Rosa can
become an even more sustainable, resilient, healthy, and inclusive

Available at: www.SantaRosaForward.com

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 6
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Existing Conditions Report

5.1 RECREATION, PARKS, AND OPEN SPACE
FINDINGS

Recreation and Parks

° 1. The City of Santa Rosa’s current General Plan sets a goal of six acres of parkland for
every 1,000 Santa Rosa residents—twice the State standard and national average.
I I l I I I r I Z r r l l Santa Rosa has nearly achieved this goal, with 5.9 acres of park and open space land
per 1,000 residents.

. Parkland in Santa Rosa is well distributed geographically, and a majority of residents
have access to parks or open space areas within a half mile of their homes. This

[ ) SANTA ROSA Fo RWARD include neighborhoods designated by the State as “Communities of Concern”
C O n t e X t I n a n t a O S a [] (which in other cities often specifically lack easy access to parks or open space).
[ ] 3. The City is committed to maintaining and improving the community’s access to
EXI STI NG CO N D |T| O NS RE PO RT quality parks now and in the future by: (a) ensuring safe, walkable access to parks

bli . f b for all residents; (b) continuing to offer valuable programming, including youth
fublic Review!Draft||IDecember 2020, enrichment programs; and (c) maintaining high-quality park amenities.

~

Regional Open Space and Trails

= Demographics

= Economics

= Land Uses

= Community Character
= Mobility

= Natural Resources . e |
" Safety o M. N
e T
= Environmental Justice
= Community Health

4. Open space areas of various sizes are integrated into many of the city’s parks and
contribute to the overall preservation of recreational land in the Planning Area.
Open space areas purposely have minimal improvements to preserve the natural
setting

5. Larger open space areas in the Planning Area are generally developed in association
with the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District and the
Sonoma County Water Agency under joint acquisition and maintenance
agreements. These spaces are counted toward the standard of 1.1 acres of public-
serving open space per 1,000 residents.

Fire Damage and Park Restoration

SAN TA 6. The 2017 Tubbs Fire damaged approximately 75 acres of parkland across 10 park
R SA sites in Santa Rosa. This included damage to community parks, neighborhood parks,
and landscaped and natural open space areas. The City is currently (2020) in the
— e process of restoring nine of the 10 parks, including the full rebuild of the Coffey
FORWARD Neighborhood Park.

Plan Our Future Together

Available at: www.santarosaforward.com/docs

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 7
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Briefing Book

Published in February 2021, SARFTA
this report includes a fo%?ﬁ
summary of the major issues, - DNy

'.—.b’

opportunities, and constraints T TN iy R
<2 “S"BRIEFINGBOOK .~

In Santa Rosa.

ON SANJTA ROSA’'S EXISTING_C|ONTEXT
S o __:.-i —‘.

The Briefing Book was
published in both English and
Spanish versions.

FEBRUARY 2021

Available at: www.santarosaforward.com/docs

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 8
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Briefing Book Excerpts

Some key topics that will be discussed during this project include...

INTRODUCTION

Updating the General Plan provides an opportunity to
understand these and other issues facing Santa Rosa and
allows the City to work closely with community members

to develop policies and actions to effectively address
current and future challenges. The following Briefing Book
summarizes important background information and emerging
opportunities, organized into six key topical areas:

ﬁ} =
# &-& = } The ongoing effects of the COVID-19 } Social justice Issues and the need to ’ The 2017 Tubbs and 2020 Glass fires
{:} a3

Pandemic which are touching nearly every address longstanding inequities both which have demonstrated the city’s acute
. aspect of community life. locally and nationally. vulnerability to natural hazards.
Land Use and Social and Fire and Related
Community Environmental Hazards
Character Justice
R
niln (
am 2 Ne=
ik F
Housing, Travel and Parks and Public
Employment, and Commute Services
Economic Patterns
Development

More information on these and many other topics can be ’ ’ & i billity technol d ’ The need to i ity health
+ ® = B Sl iy o - Finding affordable and safe housing is anges in mo| echnology an en 0 Improve community hea
ﬁ‘ .r|ew._'ed ¥ '_'“" 'j"te”'_?d Existing Conditions Report, available becoming ever-more difficult, especially for patterns that are creating new ways for by making neighborhoods safer and more
on the project website at wwww.SantaRosaForward.com. our most vulnerable residents. people and goods to move through the city. walkable, expanding access to healthy foods,

and improving access to healthcare.

BRIEFING BOOK 0N SANTA ROSAS EXISTING CONTEXT

ﬁl., |

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 9




Community Survey
of Your Neighborhood

Open Feb to March 2021, this survey
included questions about community
health, ways people would like to be

engaged, and an exercise to “Map Your &

Neighborhood.”

Over 1,300 Santa Rosans completed
the survey!

1: The Heart

Santa Rosa Forward

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

www.SantaRosaForward.com 10
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Map the Heart of Your Neighborhood
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What makes this the heart of your neighborhood?

This is the middle of the neighborhood _ 46%
This is where we shop and get services _ 30%
This place reflects who we are as a community _ 22%
This is where we gather to celebrate _ 20%

This is the place that our neighborhood is (or should be) named for _ 13%

Other | o

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%



What are the most important changes you

would like to see in the City of Santa Rosa?

Protecting against natural hazards (fires, floods, earthquakes) | IIIIININININININGEGEIIIEEE S0 %
Creating housing for all NG 0%
Enriching community public services and amenities (parks, ... | INGTcENGINGN5NGEGGEGEGS 2%
Promoting jobs and economic growth [IINININIGNGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGN 79
Other NG ° S

Improving how people move around Santa Rosa NG %

Ensuring equal access to clean air, water, and environment |IINIINGGEEE 2 0%
Promoting full and equal participation of all groups of... I 16%
Improving shopping, dining, and entertainment NI 14%
Improving access to healthy and affordable food I 10%
Having a healthier community | I 9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%



What excites you the most about the future of Santa Rosa?

Affordable housing for different income levels

Citywide water, air, and environmental protections

Equitable access to public services and community amenities
(parks, services, retail)

New jobs and economic opportunities

Better neighborhood connectivity and mobility (routes and
types of transportation)

Other

I 15

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%



Survey Participant Demographics

Gender Age

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8%  10% 12% 14% 16%  18%

Female | << 50to 64 yearsold | 5
male | 23 65 vear old and over | (-
Non-binary - 3% 35 to 49 years old _ 16%

| prefer to not say | 0% 25 to 34 years old _ 8%

| prefer to self-identify =~ 0% 18 to 24 years old - 2%

17 years old or younger I 0%

Race/Ethnicity Language Spoken at Home

White/Caucasian 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

57%

English
Spanish I 7%
Other W 2%
Sign Language | 0%
Mandarin = 0%
Korean 0%
Russian = 0%
Cantonese | 0%
Asian Indian Languages = 0%
Viethamese @ 0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% Tagalog 0%

| prefer not to say
Hispanic/Latinx

Asian

| prefer to self-identify

Native American

Black/African American

Pacific Islander



Technical Advisory Committee

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is comprised of technical

[ . c .
AN experts from City departments and partner agencies that provide
feedback on the project and ensure plan concepts can be achieved.

- The TAC has met regularly to confirm data and information and
H-© provide insights into the Visioning process.



Community Advisory Committee

The CAC is a key part of the
community engagement
strategy.

They are a community-based
Advisory Committee that are
acting as liaisons to help the
City reach out to the full Santa
Rosa community.




Engagement Activities

Guiding Principals
* Authentic and Equitable UL
* Inclusive & Flexible

Survey
* Interwoven Equity

° H|gh TeCh & ngh TOUCh Orgémization.s and
ommunity
e Clear/Focused Groups

* |Integrated Framework for
Growth/Development/Community Design
Cait ek City Board and

¢ ReSpeCt il el e Commissions

Engagement

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 18



Community Vision Workshops (District-wide)

In one word, what is your vision for the future of ROSA
Santa Rosa?

FORWARD

F! Pregunta #1
U:) {Qué es lo que mas le gusta o lo que mas le inspira de Santa Rosa?

(Levante la mano si desea hablar o afiadir sus ideas directamente al
Chat)

inspired  family-friendly

sustainable

equality of services thro
safe equity

Educer

Jack Fallon

Andy Gustavson

aftf Pregunta #2
O} :Qué cambiaria o mejorarfa de Santa Rosa en el futuro? (Levante la : Rt socorr shins oar ranszak
mano si desea hablar o afiadi*sS4RLY) directamente al Chat)

@ oo 51 RGP .5 10,

& et 5o CECESD
SRGPU -ENG-61 9 - ——

SANTA
ROSA

FORWARD

Plan Our Future Together

Review the following Draft Vision and select the four topics  ##2
that are most important to you. e

Cultural

"4 Resient John samyer
Educated Draft Vision

Statements
Ana P | SR Forw.

)

Uinda Proutx Karen Weeks thea Hensel

0

sheftered mark franaszek Jack Fallon Peter Schnack

iBIENVENIDOS!
EL TALLER VIRTUAL COMENZARA EN UN MOMENTO

TALER DEVSON COMUNTANA | MAYO 2021 | vowwiSantaRosaTorwardcom

Warren Wiscom...  socorro shiels Laura Nelsh

EvanWiig

- 61| [ SwuvsONwo




Community Vision Workshops (District-wide)

The City Learn about the Santa Rosa Forward process and
hosted 10 the importance of the General Plan

Workshops

that .

orovided Discuss a VISION for the future of Santa Rosa
community

members an

opportunity  Dijscuss what they like about Santa Rosa and
to: what they would improve or change in the future



One Word Vision (combined results)

inclusive neighborhoods

addressing-climate
forward thinking

comfortable
mixing pot Affordable Agriculture

High rise low income Commumty Inspired N
Model EMpoderamiento Resilient
Innovative

Opportunity Welco ml ng Saludable

Mejorar .~ Ppeaceful just Safe \fa/n!lwar!;nac“ynt
Sustainable

Neighborhoods all sheltered Emerging
Family-oriented Racially just  beautiful quality Eqwtable

Lovingly just infil  |nclusive

attractive EqUIty friendly

Connected |eader Healthy family-friendly

equality of services thro
Dynamic
Better-connnected

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 21



Top Ranked Vision Statements (combined results)

16.0% -
14.5%

14.0% -
o 11.7%

. 0

10.5% 10.2% 9.8%
10.0% - |
8.2%
- 7.4% 7.0%
- 5.5%
4.7% 4.3%
- 3.5%

4.0% I I I
2.0% -~ I I
0.0% -

2 2 ) < O © @ ° ! O O O O
b . ) . ) N < & L & Re Re S
\,Qf\ §> 4 &’b (}0 Q,é' N %?JQ" Q}QO \\ 600 ¢ Q}
o > N RG Q Q& C \ NS > “ &Q '
\C) \C) \<</ v% Q/\ \(_,O Q}\ %\QJ \V‘ o E}\ \Q 5\\3\

\Q\Q/ \{'Q* \Q\Q/ &\ (’)\A @6 \\‘\)& e} e&) rz’}@ (@6 Q,%‘o

. 5 > & = x$ o & R QP <
rb\ \2\ ) % § . S o) Q N
X O & : <</ |
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Community Survey #2: Draft Vision Statements

The Project Team also prepared an
interactive online survey that mirrored the
content from the workshops and meetings.

This provided an additional opportunity for
the community to share their voice and
provide comments.

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

SANTA
ROSA

FORWARD

Plan Our Future Together

SR Forward Conj de C itarios #1: Cuestionario

Pregunta #3
Revise el siguiente borrador de la vision e indique sus prioridades desde #1 (méxima prioridad) hasta
#13 (prioridad mas baja) basado en los temas y asunto mas importantes para usted.

4 Inclusivo: Todas y todos son bienvenidos, se anima activamente a todas las personas y grupos a
unirse al proceso de toma de decisiones en el vecindario y la ciudad, y se identifican y eliminan las
barreras para |2 participacién.

4 Justo: Se logra la justicia social y ambiental para todas las personas.
= & saludable: Los vecindarios son comunidades saludables, vibrantes y de servicio completo,

ancladas por edificios y espacios publicos al aire libre que son inclusivos y accesibles y que
ofrecen lugares seguros y acogedores para que todos los grupos se rednan.

servicios sociales, son i

= | & Aguantador: Todas las facetas de la comunidad, incluyendo la vivienda, la infraestructuray los
i te [t bi i riesgos.

o

parado: Todas las y los residents entes de los riesgos de peligros naturales y.
causados por las personas y participan en esfuerzos de preparacion del vecindario y de la Ciudad
para emergencias.

SANTA
ROSA

FORWARD

Plan Our Future Together

SR Forward Community Event Set 1: Questionnaire

Question #3
Review the following draft Vision Components and prioritize them from #1 (highest priority) to #13
(lowest priority) based on the topics that are most important to you.

s Inclusive: Everyone is welcome, all people and groups are actively encouraged to join in
neighborhood and citywide decision making, and barriers to participation are identified and
eliminated.

5 Just: Social and environmental justice is achieved for all people.

& Healthy: Neighborhoods are healthy, vibrant, full-service communities, anchored by inclusive and
accessible public outdoor spaces and buildings offering safe and welcoming places for all groups
to gather.

% Resilient: All facets of the community, including housing, infrastructure, and social services are

sustainable and resilient to economic changes and hazards.

5 Prepared: All residents are aware of the risks of natural and human-caused hazards and are
engaged in neighborhood and City emergency preparedness efforts.

= | & sheltered: Adiverse mix of high-quality, safe, thoughtfully designed, and well-served housing at

all affordability levels is available throughout the community to accommodate everyone, including
local workers and formerly homeless residents.

www.SantaRosaForward.com



Comments helped confirm and/or refine
the Draft Vision Statement.

HOW Are Vision Statement
Community

)
— Assets/What You Comments helped identify current policies,
CO m m e nts pd Love About Santa programs, topics, or areas that are working
|-|§J ROS3 well and need to be supported in the future.
Being Used?
. % Opportunities  Ibslheesmb s
The PrOJeCt Tea m hea rd t_) and Cha”enges included in the Alternatives Phase.
a wealth of commentsand O
ideas (3,000+) during the (LI/J) Engagement Includes feedback on how people would like
0 to be engaged, which will help inform the
recent engagement > Methods Community Involvement Strategy (CIS)
efforts, organized into five
: Includes comments that are not directly
broad Categorles' Other Comments related to the General Plan Update (but will
or Questions be tracked by staff) or questions staff will
respond to.

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 24



Vision Statement

General Plans include vision statements as aspirational statements
framing community needs and desires.

Vision statements are important because new or updated goals, policies,
and programs in the General Plan will need to reflect them and their
direction.

Vision Statement Refinement Process

Workshops, Planning
Meetings, Survey #2, Commission and
Youth Engagement City Council

Community Survey Technical Advisory Community Advisory

#1 Committee Meeting Meeting

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 25



The Vision Statement is
organized around key topics.

The initial statements were based
on ideas from the community,
Community Advisory Committee,
and City staff.

The statements were further
refined and confirmed by the
community in May and June
through workshops, meetings,
and surveys.

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

ROSA Draft General Plan Community Vision

Santa Rosa is a place where:

® lust: Social and environmental justice is achieved for everyone—all abilities,_ages_ ethnicities,
gender identities, immigrants, income levels, language speakers, races, religions, sexual
onentations EVERYONE

®_Sustainable: Natural ;. aeing S = st ek piR-A-puabh
B - sey-and-raefop-sard restored, protected, and expanded to provide
accessible green space for everyone in all neighborhoods., mitigate drol and minimize
greenhouse gas emissions.

®__Inclusive: Everyone is welcomes; and-sH-pesple-and-sreups-are actively encouraged to join in
neighborhood and citywide decision making, and barriers to participation are identified and
eliminated.

®__Healthy: Neighborhoods are healthy, vibrant, connected, full-service communities, with the
resources to be dvically organized, and anchored by inclusive and accessible public outdoor
spaces and buildings offering safe and welcoming places for gyervone.

= Resilient. All facets of the community, including housing, infrastructure, and sodial services are
sustainable and resilient to hazards and economic changessnd-hasards.

®__Prepared: The health and safety of Al~esidaniseveryone is supported by a~s-neighborhood,
City, and county-wide efforts to prepare foraware-ei-tha-risks: -caused
hazards, and roadways are optimized to support efficient evacuationsare-engaged-a
- =

handCity
¥

o PrEp:

»_Sheltered: A diverse mix of high quality, safe, designed, efficiently planned, and
well-served housing at all ility levels i il ugh it
accommodate everyone, including formerly homeless, immigrants, local workers,

ional b 5

holds, seniors, and students-snd-fasmerk

to

¥

®__Equitable: Everyone has coausaisatand-equitable and affordable access to meet their daily
needs—including healthy food, recreation, education, childcare, employment opportunities,
reliable internet, and physical health i d ity members enjoy
fulfilling, healthy lives.

g

®__Successful: Top employers gravitate; Black-, Latino/Latina-, and other minority-owned
businesses are in all corners of the community; squitable investments are madeinall
Deighborhoeds; local shops, food and beverage establishments and food trucks, seursm-and

entertainment spaces support a vibrant city; and meaningful work in a thriving economy is
available for people of all ages and backgrounds.

*__Connected: High-quality, reliable, and safe transit service, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and

other forms of mobility connect all ages across the city and region at all times and support
healthy lifestyles, clean air, equity, and resilience.

= Safe: Streets are safe; Ppublic safety services are provided by caring and thoughtful community
members who are representative of and familiar with the neighborhoods, groups, and
individuals they serve; and everyone, including immigrants and people of color, can safely access

these services.

®__Educated: Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive services and resources engage and

empower young people, strengthen families (of any family structure), connect and activate
seniors, and foster the success and well-being of allpeaplesveryone

*_Cultural: Art, cultural resources and activitit me, historic assets, and live

thrive aadouadin every neij are accessible to everyone, and work to
celebrate our diverse community, bring people from all areas of the city together, and support

the hist P s

P P
Serirbuticn o aauinandsha-ocal economy.

www.SantaRosaForward.com




Vision Statement

Just. Social and environmental justice is achieved for
everyone—all abilities, ages, ethnicities, gender identities,
immigrants, income levels, language speakers, races,
religions, sexual orientations, EVERYONE.

Sustainable. Natural resources are restored, protected, and
expanded to provide accessible green space for everyone in

all neighborhoods, mitigate drought, and minimize
greenhouse gas emissions.

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

www.SantaRosaForward.com 27



Vision Statement

Inclusive. Everyone is welcome and actively encouraged to
join in neighborhood and citywide decision making, and
barriers to participation are identified and eliminated.

iy Healthy. Neighborhoods are healthy, vibrant, connected,
A | full-service communities, with the resources to be civically
= organized, and anchored by inclusive and accessible public
fﬁ@ outdoor spaces and buildings offering safe and welcoming
% & places for everyone.

ELEMENTS OF A

HEALTHY
COMMUNITY

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 28



Vision Statement

Resilient. All facets of the community, including housing,
infrastructure, and social services are sustainable and
resilient to hazards and economic changes.

Prepared. The health and safety of everyone is supported
by neighborhood, City, and county-wide efforts to prepare
for natural and human-caused hazards, and roadways are
optimized to support efficient evacuations.

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE www.SantaRosaForward.com 29



Vision Statement

Sheltered. A diverse mix of high quality, safe, thoughtfully
designed, efficiently planned, and well-served housing at
all affordability levels is available throughout the
community to accommodate everyone, including formerly
homeless, immigrants, local workers, multigenerational
households, seniors, and students.

e

—
N
N
~_—_
T
~

Equitable. Everyone has equitable and affordable access to
meet their daily needs—including healthy food, recreation,
education, childcare, employment opportunities, reliable
internet, and physical and mental health services—and
community members enjoy long, fulfilling, healthy lives.

P Al W .4
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Vision Statement

Successful. Top employers gravitate; Black-, Latino/Latina-,
and other minority-owned businesses are in all corners of the
community; equitable investments are made in all
neighborhoods; local shops, food and beverage
establishments and food trucks, and entertainment spaces
support a vibrant city; and meaningful work in a thriving
economy is available for people of all ages and backgrounds.

Connected. High-quality, reliable, and safe transit service,
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and other forms of
mobility connect all ages across the city and region at all
times and support healthy lifestyles, clean air, equity, and
resilience.
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Vision Statement

Safe. Streets are safe; public safety services are provided
by caring and thoughtful community members who are
representative of and familiar with the neighborhoods,
groups, and individuals they serve; and everyone, including
immigrants and people of color, can safely access these
services.

Educated. Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive
services and resources engage and empower young
people, strengthen families (of any family structure),
connect and activate seniors, and foster the success and
well-being of everyone.
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Vision Statement

Cultural. Art, cultural resources and activities, historic
assets, and live music thrive in every neighborhood, are
accessible to everyone, and work to celebrate our diverse
community, bring people from all areas of the city together,
and support the local economy.
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Next Steps

The Project Team will utilize the Vision Statement and wealth of
community comments and ideas to develop initial land use, mobility,
and policy Alternatives.

Map and policy alternatives will be presented to the community
during the next phase of the project for review and feedback
(Summer/Fall 2021), through a variety of virtual and in-person
engagement events and activities.

Alternatives/Options
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Recommendation

t is recommended by the Planning & Economic
Development Department that the City Council and
Planning Commission review and provide input on the draft
Vision Statement developed to help guide the preparation
of the General Plan 2050 Update.

SANTA
ROSA Learn more about the project at

nlheld—/
FORWARD www.SantaRosaForward.com

Plan Our Future Together
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