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CITY OF SANTA ROSA 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SUBJECT: CHANATE ROAD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AND PATH 
STAFF PRESENTER: NOAH HOUSH, CITY PLANNER 
 TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
AGENDA ACTION: RESOLUTION 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ISSUE(S) 
 
Should the City Council, by Resolution, adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
approve the Chanate Road Pedestrian Bridge and Path project?  

COUNCIL GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

Goal 3:   Provide Leadership in Environmental Initiatives 

Goal 6:   Committed to Making Santa Rosa a Community Where People Feel Safe to 
Live, Work, and Play 
This project directly relates to several Council goals in that it is an improvement to the 
transportation system by expanding the available sidewalk/pedestrian infrastructure, will 
help to reduce Greenhouse Gasses by allowing more transportation options, and is a 
safety improvement which will expand on the Safe Routes to Schools network in a 
neighborhood close to schools and a park.    

BACKGROUND 
 

1. March 27, 2007-Citywide Creek Master Plan was adopted which identified this 
site as a needed and desired path location for Paulin Creek.  

2. September 2010-Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan was completed.  The 
Master Plan included this section of Chanate Road on the list of high priority 
pedestrian projects.     

3. January, 2011- A $405,000 federal grant to construct the project was received 
through the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s Transportation for Livable 
Communities Program. In addition, $101,250 of local transportation funds will be 
used to fund balance of project.  No City General Fund money is included in this 
project. 
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4. September 2011-Preliminary design work and environmental analysis began on 
the proposed project.     

5. July, 2012-Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration was completed and posted for 
public and agency comments.   

6. August 2012-Comment period on the Mitigated Negative Declaration closed and 
project design was finalized.    

ANALYSIS 
 

1. Project proposes to construct approximately 420 linear feet of five foot wide 
pedestrian pathway along the northern side of Chanate Road between Parker 
Hill Road and Fitzpatrick Court, in northeast Santa Rosa.  The pathway project 
includes a pedestrian bridge crossing Paulin Creek which flows through a culvert 
under Chanate Road.     
 

2. The existing sidewalk along the north side of Chanate Road terminates mid-
block between Fitzpatrick Court and Glen Echo Drive creating a potential barrier 
to pedestrian circulation for neighborhood residents and school children 
attending Hidden Valley Elementary School.  The path is proposed to connect 
the existing sidewalk on the east side of the Parker Hill Road intersection, to the 
existing sidewalk between Fitzpatrick Court and Glen Echo Drive.  The pathway 
design is compliant with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  

3. This project meets many of the policies of the General Plan.  Specifically 

T-J-Provide attractive and safe streets for pedestrians and bicyclists  

T-K-Develop a safe, convenient and continuous network of pedestrian sidewalks 
and pathways that link neighborhoods with schools, parks,… 

T-K-1-Link the various citywide pedestrian paths, including street sidewalks, 
…park pathways, and other creek-side and open space pathways. 

Additionally, this location has been identified as a site for a pedestrian pathway 
in both the Citywide Creek Master Plan and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan. 

4. One public comment was received from an adjacent property owner who has a 
secondary driveway with access from Chanate Road. The project design results 
in the elimination of vehicular access from Chanate Road to the adjacent 
property.  While the property owner has agreed to the elimination of vehicular 
access, he has requested a fence be constructed at the back side of the path to 
address concerns regarding the projects impacts on privacy and potential 
increased liability.  Given the grade difference between the path and the 
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adjacent property, these concerns appear to be valid and the addition of the 
fence is recommended by staff.  

5. With the exception of the issue identified by the adjacent property owner, no 
issues were identified with the proposed project and no significant impacts were 
identified by the Initial Study and resulting Mitigated Negative Declaration after 
the incorporation of mitigation.   

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended by the Transportation and Public Works Department that the City 
Council, by Resolution, adopt the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve 
the Chanate Road Pedestrian Bridge and Path project.   

Author:   Noah Housh, City Planner 

Attachments: 
 

• Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration with Comments 

• Aerial Photo 

• Public Comment Letter 
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From: Tony Alvernaz [talvernaz@comcast.net]

Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 12:01 PM

To: Housh, Noah

Subject: Chanate Rd Pedestrian Path

Mr. Housh,  
Thank you for taking the time to answer my questions regarding the much needed pedestrian pathway on Chanate Rd. 

My concerns are as follows. 
  
1. The small retaining wall that will be constructed to support the pathway will render my old driveway unusable. Many 

people still use that driveway because it is the front of my house. I constructed a driveway and garage on Glen Echo 

many years ago to eliminate having to use Chanate Rd due to how difficult it was to enter and exit from. However my 

address is still on Chanate. I suspect someone will try to enter from Chanate and drive off the retaining wall causing 

damage to the retaining wall and their vehicle. Even though I specifically tell people to park on the Glen Echo driveway 

they still use Chanate. It's ok now but you know they will try to use it after the construction and the damage will be done. 
  
2. The lush over grown vegetation between my old driveway and Paulin Creek create a visual and audible buffer. When 

portions are removed to accommodate the pedestrian pathway and bridge, my privacy will be impacted while enjoying my 

backyard. I can now stand on my deck and see and hear people and vehicles during the day and car headlights will shine 

in my yard in the evening. Without mitigation it will only get worse. 
  
3. I'm concern about the liability should anyone using the pathway trip and fall the 2 1/2 feet off the pathway and end up in 

my yard. 
  
4. Should I need Police, Fire or EMS services there is no way for them to logically enter my property because Chanate will 

have a small 2 1/2 foot max retaining wall in front of my house. No Steps/Stairs for logical entry/exit based on my address 

and the physical location of my front door. 
  
Now that I've outlined my concerns I have some suggestions that will help mitigate the impacts.  
  
1. Declare my current front yard as my side yard.  
2. As part of this project build an 8 foot fence (6 foot fence with 2 feet of lattice) at my property line from Paulin Creek to 

Glen Echo Drive.  
  
My property is below grade from Chanate road varying from 0 to approximately 4 feet at Paulin Creek. This fence will not 

be an eyesore. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Tony Alvernaz 
3515 Chanate Rd 
Santa Rosa, Ca 95404 
527-6380 
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