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Overview 

• Applications opened February 1 to March 31, 2025, for events scheduled 
between July 1 through Dec. 31, 2025.

• Organizations may be a for or non profit. Events may be ticketed or free to 
attend

• Must take place in Santa Rosa City limits. 
• Event Support amounts are determined by how well the event addresses 

program guidelines, eligibility, and funding availability year to year. 
• To qualify for SRTBIA funding events must attract visitors, tailor marketing 

efforts outside of Sonoma County and neighboring counties as well as 
contribute to destination vitality and placemaking. These events may be 
ticketed or free to attend.



Outreach
• Targeted ads: Sacramento, 

SF, San Jose, Seattle, Long 
Beach.  

• Audience:  Event managers, 
organizers, planners, 
coordinators 

• March 3- March 21 
• Reach 117,100
• Views 44871
• Link Clicks 831



Applications 

• Close March 31, 5:00pm 
• Selection panel meeting April 2025 
• Recommendation made by Selection Panel to SRTBIA Board for approval 
• Funding provided by City of Santa Rosa and Visit Santa Rosa



Past Scoring Questions 

• How well does the event meet the authorized uses of the BIA funding; to 
promote and encourage tourism which will benefit the operators of lodging 
establishments paying assessments, through the promotion of the scenic, 
recreational, cultural and other attractions designed to increase overnight visits 
to the area.

• How well does the proposed use of Event Support Funds meet guidelines for 
eligible expenses (city services, venue fees, advertising, event marketing inside or 
outside the area designed to promote overnight visits)?

• How well does the proposed use of Event Support Funds meet the guidelines? 
The funding should NOT be the sole source of funding for the event and/or used 
for the organization’s staff/employee wages or salaries.



Discussion: Recommended Questions 

• How well does the proposed event contribute to the goal of the Santa Rosa 
Tourism Business Improvement Area (SRTBIA) to increase overnight visits to 
the area.

• How effectively does the proposed event plan to market outside of Sonoma and 
neighboring counties? 

          If this is a reoccurring event, how well has it met the criteria above in the 
past? 
• How well does the event demonstrate long term sustainability with additional 

funding sources 
• Overall application score 
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