
Agenda Item #12.3 
For Council Meeting of:  August 27, 2013 

 
CITY OF SANTA ROSA 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
SUBJECT: COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH CALTRANS FOR 

RIGHT OF WAY ACTIVITIES FOR WIDENING COLLEGE 
AVENUE BETWEEN MORGAN STREET AND CLEVELAND 
AVENUE 

 
STAFF PRESENTER: CLAY THISTLE, ASSOCIATE CIVIL ENGINEER 
 TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
AGENDA ACTION: RESOLUTION 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ISSUE(S) 
 
Should the Council, by resolution, 1) approve the Cooperative Agreement between the 
State of California and the City of Santa Rosa for right of way activities for widening 
College Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue (including authorizing 
the City to contribute and the State to accept $330,000 for the purchase of right of way) 
and 2) authorize the Mayor to sign the Cooperative Agreement?  
 
COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIES 

Goal 1. Create a Strong, Sustainable Economic Base 
 
The widening of College Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue will 
enhance vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle access across the Highway 101 corridor 
enhancing access to a number of significant commercial facilities. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

1. The Route 101 HOV Widening – Route 12 to Steele Lane project was originally 
designed to include not only the widening of Highway 101 with High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes, but also significant interchange improvements at Highway 
12, Downtown, College Avenue and Steele Lane.  The interchange 
improvements at College Avenue were to include the widening of College 
Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue.  

 
2. As the Lead Agency Caltrans approved the Route 101 HOV Widening – Route 

12 to Steele Lane Environmental Impact Report pursuant to CEQA and the 
Findings of No Significant Impact pursuant to NEPA on December 3, 2003.  
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3. In June 2005, due to limited funding, the originally planned widening of College 
Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue as part of the Route 101 
HOV Widening – Route 12 to Steele Lane project was postponed.  
 

4. The HOV project has since been completed, and the widening of College 
Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue is tentatively scheduled 
to begin construction as soon as October 2013.  

5. The City has an interest in the widening of College Avenue between Morgan 
Street and Cleveland Avenue. The proposed project will add a westbound travel 
lane, a left turn pocket for vehicles turning left onto the northbound Highway 101 
on-ramp, and eastbound and westbound bike lanes. This will provide a much 
needed improvement to the existing undersized portion of College Avenue and 
enhance pedestrian and bicycle travel across the Highway 101 corridor.  

6. The widening of College Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue 
is a Caltrans Project with portions of the project located in both Caltrans and City 
right of way.  

7. The City routinely enters in cooperative agreements with Caltrans to construct 
improvements in Santa Rosa along the State right of way.  
 

8. Caltrans has acquired all necessary right of way required for construction of the 
project in the name of the State of California and will convey to the City portions 
of right of way upon completion of the project.  Excess land will remain with the 
State.  

 
ANALYSIS 
 

1. The total project is expected to cost approximately $6.7 million, with the City 
contributing $330,000. 

2. The City’s contribution will be funded by IFAS Key 17432, College Avenue 
Widening – Caltrans Oversight, which currently has sufficient funds from the 
Public Facilities Infrastructure Fee Fund, the Capital Facilities Fee Fund and Gas 
Tax. 

3. The Cooperative Agreement has been reviewed and approved by the City 
Attorney. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended by the Transportation and Public Works Department that the 
Council, by resolution, 1) approve the Cooperative Agreement between the State of 
California and the City of Santa Rosa for right of way activities for widening College 
Avenue between Morgan Street and Cleveland Avenue (including authorizing the City to 
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contribute and the State to accept $330,000 for the purchase of right of way) and 2) 
authorize the Mayor to sign the Cooperative Agreement. Funding for this project has 
been appropriated to JL Key 17432. The source of funds are local transportation funds. 
No City General Fund money is included in this project 
 
Author:   Clay Thistle, Associate Civil Engineer 
 
Attachment:  Cooperative Agreement  
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