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CHARTER of the CITY OF SANTA ROSA CALIFORNIA

Sec. 15. Mayor. 

 At the Council meeting at which any Council member is installed following any general or special municipal 
election, and at any time when there is a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the City Council shall meet and shall 
elect one of its members as its presiding officer, who shall have the title of Mayor. The Mayor shall serve for a 
term of two years or until a successor is chosen, unless earlier removed by the Council. The Council, at the 
time it selects a Mayor and during each November in odd numbered years, shall choose one of its number as 
Vice-Mayor, who shall serve as Mayor Pro Tem in the absence, sickness or other disability of the Mayor. The 
Vice-Mayor shall serve for a term of one year or until a successor is chosen, unless earlier removed by the 
Council. The Mayor and Vice-Mayor shall hold their respective offices subject to the pleasure of the Council. 
A Council member may not serve consecutive terms as Mayor. If a Mayor fails to complete a full term, the 
Council member elected to fill out the remainder of the unexpired term shall not be barred from serving a 
consecutive term as Mayor thereafter if the remaining term filled was one year or less.

           The Mayor shall be the executive head of the City. In case of riot, insurrection or 
extraordinary emergencies the Mayor shall assume general control of the City’s government and all of its 
branches, and shall be responsible for the suppression of disorders and the restoration of normal conditions. 
The Mayor shall sign all ordinances and resolutions and, as authorized and directed by the Council, other legal 
instruments on behalf of the City. The Mayor shall have the power and authority:

  (a)       To preside over meetings of the Council and to vote as a member of the Council.

  (b)       To establish the agendas for Council meetings with the assistance of the City 
Manager.

  (c)       To appoint committees of the Council and Council committee chairpersons.

         (d)       To appoint chairpersons of the City’s boards, commissions, and committees with 
the approval of the majority of the Council.

         (e)       To deliver annually a state of the City address in which he or she articulates 
policy and vision for the City.

  (f)       To act as the ceremonial representative of the City and spokesperson of the City.

         (g)       To make appointments to all county, regional and state bodies on which the City 
is represented with the approval of the majority of the Council.
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                                    (h)       To act as chief negotiator on behalf of the City with county, regional, state and 
federal bodies and agencies.

View the mobile version.
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