
Agenda Item #3.1
For Council Meeting of: May 21, 2013

CITY OF SANTA ROSA
CITY COUNCIL

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

SUBJECT: SONOMA CLEAN POWER – COMMUNITY CHOICE 
AGGREGATION (CCA)

STAFF PRESENTER: KATHLEEN A. MILLISON
CITY MANAGER

AGENDA ACTION: NO ACTION REQUIRED
_____________________________________________________________________

ISSUE(S)

City staff will present a study session, including presentation by Sonoma County Water 
Agency staff, concerning implementation of the renewable energy purchase program 
proposed by the Sonoma Clean Power Authority (SCPA), a Community Choice 
Aggregation Program, and review general impacts, policy issues related to City 
participation in the SCPA and its programs, and next steps.

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIES

Goal 3:  Provide Leadership for Environmental Initiatives / Strategy 5: Partner regionally 
to move toward 100% renewable electric energy sources.

BACKGROUND

The City Manager and two Council Members now serve as the City’s representatives on 
the countywide steering committee with participation since April 2011 to examine
feasibility of establishing a Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) program to offer a
renewable electrical energy portfolio that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
provide other local energy programs.  Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA) was
authorized by the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors to provide staff support to the 
steering committee, fund and lead the feasibility studies, seek proposals for energy 
suppliers, and develop the implementation plan. Marin County had previously adopted 
a CCA and has several years of experience operating as the Marin Energy Authority; it 
was a key source of information for the steering committee in the scope of the study 
along with the technical work provided by consultants hired by SCWA to perform 
specific tasks.  Previous study sessions were conducted for the Council during this 
period in December 2011, July 2012, and January 2013.
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On December 4, 2012, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and the Sonoma County 
Water Agency took action to create the Sonoma Clean Power Authority (SCPA), a 
Community Choice Aggregation program pursuant to California law, appoint a 
governing board, and provide additional funding to proceed with start up. Subsequently, 
on December 11, 2012, the SCPA was authorized to issue a Request for Proposals for 
energy providers for services necessary to implement a CCA and to determine the 
estimated range of costs for such a renewable energy portfolio. All electric energy 
obtained from SCPA would continue to be provided via transmission and billing services 
through PG&E and the transition to provide energy services would be a seamless 
change to the customer and appear in writing on the billing statement.

On April 23, 2013, the Board of the Sonoma Clean Power Authority (the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors and Board of SCWA) authorized implementation of the 
Sonoma Clean Power CCA program within the jurisdiction of the unincorporated area of 
Sonoma County and within the jurisdictions of those cities in Sonoma County choosing 
to participate in the program by June 30, 2013, all subject to approval as required by 
the California Public Utilities Commission and applicable law, and related actions.
SCWA staff was directed to take all steps necessary to implement the SCPA program, 
as outlined in the report.

ANALYSIS

This study session is intended to provide information about the implementation of the 
SCPA Community Choice Aggregation program known as Sonoma Clean Power, 
review estimated rates, general impacts to City operations, policy issues related to City 
participation in the program, and opportunities for renewable energy services for 
residents and businesses residing in the city who are currently electrical power 
customers.

Although no action is required at this time, SCPA has requested that the City Council 
consider taking action by June 30, 2013, to determine whether the City of Santa Rosa 
and all of its electrical power customers residing within the jurisdiction will participate 
through automatic enrollment in the SCPA program.  Such action would need to be 
scheduled for any consideration at a subsequent meeting of the Council.  Next steps
thereafter would be approval of the program by the California Public Utilities 
Commission, final negotiation of energy service providers and rates, final negotiation of 
a bank loan for start-up costs, distribution of program information to all enrolled 
customers with notice of rates and procedure for opting out of the SCP program. The 
SCP program would provide energy to customers in Sonoma County beginning in 
January 2014.

RECOMMENDATION

No action is required.
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Author:  Kathleen A. Millison, City Manager

Attachments:

Joint Powers Agreement Relating to and Creating the Sonoma Clean Power 
Authority – Effective December 4, 2012

Draft Implementation Plan – October 2012

Sonoma Co Water Agency Report to Sonoma Clean Power Authority Board –
April 23, 2013 - Sonoma Clean Power






















































































































































































































