
3586 Mendocino Ave

FOUNTAINGROVE INN MULTI-FAMILY 
RENTAL HOUSING PROJECT

FILE NO. PRJ20-021
Minor Design Review (DR20-052) 

Minor Hillside Development Permit (HDP20-011)
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Project Description

Minor Hillside Development Permit and Minor Design Review 
for a proposed 239-unit multifamily apartment project on an 
approximately 9.6-acre site. The units will be spread among 
six different buildings ranging from 3 to 5 stories.



Project Description

• 19 Studio, 125 one bedroom, 95 two bedroom (239-units)
• 3 to 5 stories (55 ft height)
• 59 bicycle parking spaces provided
• 454 parking paces required, 414 provided

• 238 covered parking
• 127 surface parking



Project Location
3586 Mendocino Ave
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Pre-fire
3586 Mendocino Ave



General Plan and Zoning
3586 Mendocino Ave

General Plan – Retail and Business Services
Zone – PD 0296-RC and PD72-001-RC
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Site Plan
3586 Mendocino Ave



Existing Site
3586 Mendocino Ave

2016

2021



Slope Analysis
3586 Mendocino Ave



Slope Analysis
3586 Mendocino Ave



Slope Analysis
3586 Mendocino Ave



Building A, B, C
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Existing Site
3586 Mendocino Ave
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Building A Elevations
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Building A, B, C
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Building A, B, C
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Building A, B, C
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Building D
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Project Site
3586 Mendocino Ave
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Existing Site
3586 Mendocino Ave
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Building D Elevations
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Building D Elevations
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Building D and E Perspective
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Building E
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Existing Site
3586 Mendocino Ave



Building E Elevations
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Building E Elevations
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Building F
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Existing Site
3586 Mendocino Ave
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Building F elevations
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Building F Perspective
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Plant Palette



Project History

• Neighborhood Meeting – March 2, 2020
• Concept Design Review (DRB) – June 4, 2020

Comments:
• The contrast of the black windows is appreciated.
• Building into existing grade is appreciated.
• Recommended for Building B1 where the podium meets the ground, soften with 

landscaping or trees at the podium level.
• Consider for the round barn tribute, landscaping and walls to create a void, as a 

tribute representing the void/loss for the community.
• Consider some restaurants or supportive retails at the Blvd entry at B1 and/or B2 

Building.
• The detail and alcoves and balcony areas are appreciated.
• Pay homage to the Round Barn of other iconic structures that were lost, by 

presenting them on interior/exterior amenity details.
• Consider more native Oaks of varied size and species.
• Include amenities throughout the project. Maybe rethink the proposed fire pit



California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

• Project reviewed in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and qualifies for streamlining under Sections 
15183 and 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines

• Implementation of project is within scope of General Plan and 
associated environmental impacts were previously reviewed in 
General Plan EIR

• Environmental Checklist for Streamlined Review prepared for project 
concludes that the project will not result in new or more severe 
significant impacts that were not previously identified 

• Project required to implement all applicable mitigation measures 
identified in the EIR



Public Comments
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• Future housing would increase traffic in this area
• Question regarding number of affordable units
• Question about Evacuation Plan and permanent generators on 

site to provide emergency power 
• One way in/out for evacuations for Buildings A, B and C is 

unacceptable
• Santa Barbara Design is not appropriate for Santa 

Rosa/Sonoma County



Recommendation

36

The Planning and Economic Development Department 
recommends that the Zoning Administrator, by resolution, 
approve the Fountaingrove Inn Multi-Family Rental Housing 
Project, for a proposed 239-unit development located at 
3586 Mendocino Ave, File No. PRJ20-021 (DR20-052 and 
HDP20-011).

Monet Sheikhali
Senior Planner
Planning and Economic Development
MSheikhali@srcity.org
(707) 543-4698

mailto:MSheikhali@srcity.org
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