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The General Plan Update process, known as Santa Rosa 
Forward, provides an important opportunity to revisit and 
rethink community planning policies and programs. 
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Community is directly engaged to identify opportunities 
and solutions at regional, citywide, and neighborhood scales. 
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Preferred 
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Technical Advisory Committee

TAC includes approximately 75 
members of City staff and partner 
agencies. 

Role is to review draft materials and 
reports, provide technical support and 
analysis, and support community 
outreach.  
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Community Advisory Committee

CAC’s key role is to act as 
project liaisons to encourage 
the wide range of community 
members to participate in the 
project.

The CAC is not a decision-
making body and will not have 
access to information or take 
action that differs from the 
opportunities made available to 
all outreach participants. 
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Milestone Reports 
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2050 General Plan Vision Statement

Santa Rosa is a diverse, equitable, and 
sustainable community built on civic 
engagement that empowers everyone 
to provide and support equal and 
affordable opportunities to obtain 
good housing, education and jobs; to 
enjoy vibrant cultural events and arts; 
and to live healthy lives in resilient 
neighborhoods that adapt to social 
and environmental change.
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Summary of Major Themes and Feedback
Alternatives Comparison

Strong majority of respondents favored Alternatives 1 and 2 (with 
Alternative 2 being slightly more favored). 

Alternative 1
Central Corridors

Alternative 2
Neighborhood Main Streets

Alternative 3
Distributed Housing
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Preferred Alternative Engagement Activities 

Pop-Up Booths

Pop-up booths were held at 
five community events and 
major gathering areas.

The pop-up events provided 
opportunities to bring 
awareness to the project, 
discuss the Preferred 
Alternative, and encourage 
people to take the online 
survey. 
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Preferred Alternative Engagement Activities 

Bi-Lingual Open Houses

Two in-person open houses 
were held in October 2022. 

The open houses include 
presentations and 
discussions, presented and 
facilitated in both English 
and Spanish.
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Preferred Alternative Engagement Activities 

Interactive Online Survey

Included all the materials, 
questions and presentations 
from the in-person open houses. 

Participants able to provide 
thoughts and feedback about 
Preferred Alternative. 

Over 380 people viewed 
and participated in the online 
survey (as of October 18, 2022). 
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Preferred Alternative Engagement Activities 

Youth Voice Contest

A Youth Voice Contest 
provided an opportunity for 
youth to be creative in how 
they answered the questions 
“what makes Santa Rosa the 
special place it is today?”

Participants submitted 
photos and poems. 

“This photo was taken atop Taylor Mountain, on 
Santa Rosa’s southern edge, and depicts one of 
our region’s beautiful native oak trees and the 
setting sun. Although perhaps nothing beyond 
the beauty of such a romantic scene compelled 
me to take the photo, I noticed it was taken in 
December 2019, just months before the outbreak 
of the, ongoing,  COVID-19 pandemic. With so 
many of us having had to spend this last year on 
our own, at home, and often indoors- this photo 
reminds me how fortunate we are in Santa Rosa 
to have so many incredible local examples of 
natural beauty around us…”
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Preferred Alternative Engagement

Community Feedback
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Next Steps

▪ Finalize the Preferred Alternative, which will be the 
basis for the 2050 General Plan, following direction 
from City Council and input from the Planning 
Commission and community. 

▪ The 2050 General Plan will include detailed goals, policies, 
actions and implementation programs addressing a full 
range of topical areas (e.g., land use, housing, mobility, equity, 
infrastructure, safety, resilience, etc.).  

▪ Community discussions and events on the draft 
General Plan will be held during Fall 2022/Winter 2023
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Recommendation

It is recommended by the Planning & Economic 
Development Department that the City Council 
and Planning Commission review and provide 
input on the draft Preferred Alternative, taking into 
consideration community feedback, to help guide 
the preparation of the draft 2050 General Plan. 

Learn more about the project at
www.SantaRosaForward.com


