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Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map –
1994 to 2008
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Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map 
– Proposed by Cal Fire 2007
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Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area Map 
Post-2009 Local Ordinance 
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Building Code Chapter 7A Construction Enhancements
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Building Code Chapter 7A Construction Enhancements
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Roof covering requirements -
underlayment must meet specific 
criteria and covers shall be a designated 
Class for the WUI areas.

Gutter protection - provided to prevent leave 
and debris accumulation.

Phase 1 - Effective December 1, 2005: 
• Roof coverings 
• Attic vents



Building Code Chapter 7A Construction Enhancements
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Vent requirements – there shall be 
modifications to structural vent openings 
as to resist building ignition through the 
intrusion of burning embers and flames 
through the ventilation openings.  There 
are specific criteria that must be met for 
compliance with these requirements.



Building Code Chapter 7A Construction Enhancements
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Exterior Covering –
Materials and material 
assemblies shall be 
tested in accordance 
with specific 
qualifications and 
standards or meet 
SFM approval or 
listing.

Phase 2 – Effective July 1, 2008:
• Exterior siding
• Exterior wall vents
• Exterior doors
• Windows
• Decking surfaces
• Floor projections

NOTE: The delay in implementation for Phase 2 
components was to allow for manufacturers to 
test and modify (if necessary) their products, and 
to move these products to market. Chapter 7A 
applies to new buildings either residential or 
non-residential (commercial).



Building Code Chapter 7A Construction 
Enhancements
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Window Requirements – Exterior glazing and tempered 
requirements.

Skylights – New language added to the express terms for 
specific requirements for skylights.  Effective 7/1/2018

Doors – must be non-combustible, solid core wood that 
complies with specific requirements, have a 20 minute 
rating in accordance with testing to NFPA 252 or meet the 
performance requirements of SFM Standard 12-7A-1.



Building Code Chapter 7A Construction Enhancements
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Decking Material and Floor Projection requirements – when located within 
10 feet of the building the materials shall meet specific testing criteria as 
outlined in Chapter 7A or the SFM Standards 12-7A-4A. 



Vegetation Management

11

HOME IGNITION ZONE
(The home plus 10 feet distance)

DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONE 
(100 feet + away from home or to 

the property line)

WILDFIRE FUEL
REDUCTION ZONE

(*The outlying area 
beyond the required 

defensible space)



Vegetation Management
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For additional information you can visit the City of Santa Rosa 
Fire Department Web page at: 

https://srcity.org/596/Wildland-Urban-Interface
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