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Comprehensive Cannabis Ordinance

• Personal Use
• 6 plants per residence

• Commercial Cannabis Businesses
• Medical & Adult Use
• Cultivation
• Manufacturing (Level 1 & Level 2)
• Testing Laboratory
• Distribution
• Retail (Dispensaries & Delivery)
• Special Events

• Effective January 19, 2018 



City Approach to Cannabis

• Cannabis uses are already taking place in the City
• Cannabis is a land use issue; a Code enforcement issue
• Allow both medical and adult use in alignment with state law
• Provide a compliance path from land use to occupancy

• Direct the use to appropriate areas (commercial and industrial districts)
• Provide standards to minimize impacts – security, odor, lighting, noise
• Defer to State law, County Ag and County Health for specific issues

• Test the approach through interim measures
• Address the entire industry chain – no gaps



Stay informed and involved through 
srcity.org/cannabis



Where Allowed & Permit Process



Cannabis - Manufacturing
Land Use Definitions

• Cannabis Manufacturing - Level 1 
means the processing or 
manufacturing of medical or adult 
use cannabis products using 
nonvolatile solvents, or no 
solvents.  The use of post-
extraction ethanol “winterization” 
is allowed within Cannabis 
Manufacturing Level 1 only to the 
extent such use is permitted by the 
state in a Type 6 license.



Cannabis - Manufacturing
Land Use Definitions

• Cannabis Manufacturing - Level 2 
means the processing or 
manufacturing of medical or adult 
use cannabis products using 
volatile solvents. For purposes of 
this section, “volatile solvents” 
shall include solvents described in 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (d) of 
Section 11362.3 of the Health and 
Safety Code, or as such section 
may be amended.



Cannabis - Manufacturing
Land Use Permit Requirements

• Level 1 (non-volatile)
• Allowed in BP, IL, and IG Districts
• Corresponds with State Types 6, N, and P
• Zoning Clearance or Minor Use Permit

• Level 2 (volatile)
• Allowed only in IL and IG Districts
• Corresponds with State License Type 7
• Pre-Application Neighborhood Meeting 
• Requires a Conditional Use Permit
• Public Hearing with Planning Commission



Conditional Use Permit
Required Findings a - c

a) The proposed use is allowed within the applicable zoning district and
complies with all other applicable provisions of the Zoning Code and 
the City Code;

b) The proposed use is and any applicable specific plan; consistent with the
General Plan;

c) The design, location, size, and operating characteristics of the
proposed activity would be compatible with the existing and future 
land uses in the vicinity;



Conditional Use Permit
Required Findings d - f

d) The site is physically suitable for the type, density, and intensity 
of use being proposed, including access, utilities, and the absence
of physical constraints;

e) Granting the permit would not constitute a nuisance or be injurious or
detrimental to the public interest, health, safety, convenience, or 
welfare, or materially injurious to persons, property, or improvements 
in the vicinity and zoning district in which the property is located; and

f) The proposed project has been reviewed in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).



Commercial Cannabis
Chapter 20-46 - General Requirements

• Dual Licensing
• Obtain a Local Land Use Permit – MUP, CUP or Zoning Clearance
• Obtain a State License 

• Other Permits & Inspections
• Building and Fire Permits
• Business Tax Certificate
• Sonoma County Health Permit
• Sonoma County Agricultural Commission

• General Operating Requirements
• Security
• Odor Control
• Lighting
• Noise



Commercial Cannabis
Chapter 20-46 – Building & Fire Code

• Requirements for all Commercial Cannabis Uses:
• Confirm occupancy classification
• Obtain annual operating fire permits
• Comply with Health & Safety Code and California Fire Code
• Obtain Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) Permits
• Complete a California Environmental Reporting System (CERS) 

submission for hazardous materials inventory
• Provide for Fire Department access



Commercial Cannabis
Chapter 20-46 – Building and Fire Code

• Requirements for all Manufacturing Uses:
• Extraction Processes
• Closed loop systems
• Standard of equipment
• Annual re-certification required
• Food handler certification
• Edible product manufacturing

requires Sonoma County 
Health Permit



Building Permits & Fire Permits
Required Prior to Occupancy

• General – Required of all uses
• Building Code
• Fire Code
• Electrical Code

• Specific – Required for Cannabis Manufacturing 
• Annual Fire Operational Permit
• Department of Health Permits & Inspections
• Building Code Occupancies – B, F1, S, and H
• Volatile manufacturing not allowed in the same building as A, E, I or R 

occupancies
• Extraction equipment plan and process narrative required
• Extraction equipment certification required by a licensed CA engineer
• Building and Fire Inspections

• CalGreen Code• Mechanical Code
• Energy Code
• Plumbing Code



Questions?

Stay informed and involved through 
srcity.org/cannabis

Clare Hartman
Deputy Director-Planning
Planning and Economic 
Development Department
Chartman@srcity.org
(707) 543-3185

Scott Moon
Fire Marshal
Fire Department
Smoon@srcity.org
(707) 543-3543

Mark Setterland
Building Official
Planning and Economic 
Development Department
Msetterland@srcity.org
(707) 543-3234
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