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Comprehensive Cannabis Ordinance

• Personal Use

• 6 plants per residence

• Commercial Cannabis Businesses

• Medical & Adult Use

• Cultivation

• Manufacturing (Level 1 & Level 2)

• Testing Laboratory

• Distribution

• Retail (Dispensaries & Delivery)

• Microbusiness

• Special Events

• Effective January 19, 2018 



City Approach to Cannabis

• Cannabis uses are already taking place in the City

• Cannabis is a land use issue; a Code enforcement issue

• Allow both medical and adult use in alignment with state law

• Provide a compliance path from land use to occupancy
• Direct the use to appropriate areas (commercial and industrial districts)

• Provide standards to minimize impacts – security, odor, lighting, noise

• Defer to State law, County Ag and County Health for specific issues

• Test the approach through interim measures

• Address the entire industry chain – no gaps



Stay informed and involved through 

srcity.org/cannabis



Cannabis Retail and Delivery
Land Use Definition

• Cannabis Retail means a facility where medical 
or adult use Cannabis or medical or adult Use 
Cannabis Products are offered, either 
individually or in any combination, for retail 
sale, including an establishment that delivers 
Cannabis or Cannabis Products as part of a 
retail sale. Also known as a cannabis 
“dispensary.” 

• State License Type - 10



Cannabis Microbusiness (w/Retail)
Land Use Definition

• Cannabis Microbusiness means a medical or 
adult use cannabis cultivation business of less 
than 10,000 square feet in combination with 
cannabis distribution, cannabis manufacturing 
– level 1, and/or cannabis retail (dispensary) 
and delivery, combined within one State 
license.

• State License Type - 12



Where Allowed & Permit Process



Commercial Cannabis
Chapter 20-46 - General Requirements

• Dual Licensing
• Obtain a Local Land Use Permit – Conditional Use Permit

• Obtain a State License (Type 10 or 12)

• Other Permits & Inspections
• Building and Fire Permits

• Business Tax Certificate

• Sonoma County Health Permit

• General Operating Requirements
• Security

• Odor Control *certified plan required

• Lighting

• Noise



Cannabis Retail 
Specific Requirements

• Eligible Zoning Districts
• Commercial – CO, CN, CG, & CSC

• Industrial – BP, IL & IG

• Setbacks to Sensitive Receptors
• 600 feet to a K-12 school 

• Overconcentration
• 600 feet to another Cannabis Retail facility

• Conditional Use Permit
• Neighborhood Meeting

• Public Hearing – Planning  Commission

• Appeal – City Council



Cannabis Retail
Specific Requirements

• Deliveries - Allowed only from a Cannabis Retail facility with a storefront

• Drive-through – Not permitted

• Hours of Operation – 9:00 am to 9:00 pm

• Security – secured entry, products, cash, entry must be visible from street

• On-Site Consumption – subject to state and local law; and use permit 



Cannabis Retail
Specific Requirements – Urgency Amendment

• Overconcentration - “The Department 
shall establish evaluation criteria and 
selection procedures as necessary to 
avoid overconcentration of Cannabis 
Retail uses where competing 
applications are submitted.”

• Performance - Applicants must 
diligently pursue the processing of 
their application to action.  
Applications that are not acted on 
within 12 months of being deemed 
complete shall be deemed “voided”. 



Cannabis Retail Application Process



Application Intake Period – 2 weeks 
38 Applications Filed







Overconcentration Map
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Evaluation Scores
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AVERAGE SCORES

Cannabis Retail

Merit Based Review Criteria

A B C

Expanding Roots

CUP18-073

3499 Industrial Drive

UMMA, Inc

CUP18-037

3535 Industrial Drive

Humanity of Santa Rosa

CUP18-049

3791 Cleveland Avenue

Local & State Compliance

(20 points)
17.7 13 14.3

Site Management

(20 points)
13.7 11.7 16.7

Neighborhood 

Compatibility

(30 points)

25.5 23.1 24.1

Neighborhood 

Enhancement

(30 points)

24.1 23.3 23

TOTAL SCORE

(Out of 100) 81 71.1 78.1
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Merit Based Review Recommendation
3499 Industrial Drive

Applicant A

Expanding Roots

Score: 80.9

A

B

C



Conditional Use Permit
Required Findings a - c

a) The proposed use is allowed within the applicable
zoning district and complies with all other 
applicable provisions of the Zoning Code and the 
City Code;

b) The proposed use is consistent with the General Plan 
and any applicable specific plan;

c) The design, location, size, and operating
characteristics of the proposed activity would be 
compatible with the existing and future land uses
in the vicinity;



Conditional Use Permit
Required Findings d - f

d) The site is physically suitable for the type, density, 
and intensity of use being proposed, including access,
utilities, and the absence of physical constraints;

e) Granting the permit would not constitute a nuisance or
be injurious or detrimental to the public interest, health, 
safety, convenience, or welfare, or materially injurious to 
persons, property, or improvements in the vicinity and 
zoning district in which the property is located; and

f) The proposed project has been reviewed in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA).



Stay informed and involved through 

srcity.org/cannabis



Questions?

Stay informed and involved through 

srcity.org/cannabis

Clare Hartman
Deputy Director-Planning

Planning and Economic 

Development Department

Chartman@srcity.org

(707) 543-3185
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