
Waterways Advisory Committee 
Composition

1

June 4, 2019 Jessica Jones
Supervising Planner

Planning and Economic Development



Waterways Advisory Committee Composition 
Proposal

2

Revise the Waterways 
Advisory Committee to 7-
members comprising of : 

• Planning Commission (1) 
• Design Review Board (1) 
• Board of Community 

Services (1)
• At-large citizen members (4)
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• 1995:  Waterways Advisory Committee (WAC) 
established 

• 2000:  Second Council member added

• 2005:  Two at-large citizen representatives added

• 2007:  Third at-large citizen representative added and 
formalized procedures and terms of the WAC

• 2010:  One at-large citizen representative added

• 2012: Redevelopment Agency member eliminated.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1995 – established to review all development projects adjacent to Santa Rosa Creek, oversee implementation of the Santa Rosa Creek Master Plan and the Prince Memorial Greenway, and suggest funding for related projects. 
 
2000 – one member each from the Council, Planning Commission, Design Review Board, Board of Community Services, Redevelopment Agency, and Committee for Restoring Santa Rosa Creek.

also broadened the Committee’s charge to review public and private development projects along all creeks and waterways within the City for consistency with the General Plan, the Santa Rosa Creek Master Plan and Waterways Plan.
 
2005 – replaced the one member from the Committee for Restoring Santa Rosa Creek

2007 – Specifically, the Council confirmed the historic procedure for appointment of WAC members from each representative body (Planning Commission, Design Review Board, Board of Community Services and Redevelopment Agency) by the representative body itself, and appointment of the at-large citizen representatives by the Council.   

2010 – brought total membership to 10

2012 – following a California Supreme Court decision to abolish redevelopment agencies, the City of Santa Rosa began winding down the affairs of the former Redevelopment Agency.  With the dissolution of the Agency, the Redevelopment Agency member on the WAC was eliminated.
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• Review development 
projects adjacent to creeks / 
waterways for consistency 
with City goals, policies and 
regulations

• Provide advisory comments

• All projects adjacent to 
creeks / waterways must be 
reviewed by the WAC prior 
to action on the proposal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review development projects, both public and private, located adjacent to creeks and waterways for consistency with the goals, policies and regulations for creekside development identified in the Santa Rosa General Plan, Zoning Code, Design Guidelines and Citywide Creek Master Plan.  

While the Committee does not take formal action on projects, it does provide advisory comments to the decision-making body.  

All development projects located adjacent to a creek or waterway are required to be reviewed by the WAC prior to proceeding through the entitlement process. 
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• Currently comprised of 9 members

• Subject to the Brown Act and quorum requirements

• Lack of a quorum has resulted in meetings been 
continued, impacting project timelines  

• Council members have full schedules, making 
participation challenging

• Revising the composition of the WAC from 9 members 
to 7 would reduce the quorum requirement, 
minimizing scheduling conflicts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The WAC is currently comprised of nine members: two City Council members, four “at large” citizen representatives, and one member each from the Planning Commission, Design Review Board and Board of Community Services.  

Because the WAC is a Council appointed body it is subject to the Brown Act and quorum requirements (the minimum number of members necessary to conduct business).  With a membership of nine, a quorum for the WAC is five members.     
 
In recent years, obtaining a quorum of WAC members has proven difficult, and has resulted in meetings been continued, which impacts project timelines.  

The members of the City Council that are appointed to the Committee often have full schedules, making participation in WAC meetings challenging.  

Staff finds that elimination of the two City Council representative positions from the WAC would reduce the quorum requirement to four, minimizing scheduling conflicts, while maintaining a seven-member Committee, all of whom are appointed either directly or indirectly by the Council.
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It is recommended by the Planning and Economic 
Development Department that the City Council, by 
resolution, revise the composition of the Waterways 
Advisory Committee to a seven-member committee 
comprising of one member each from the Planning 
Commission, Design Review Board and Board of 
Community Services, and four at-large citizen 
members.
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