
ATTACHMENT 4 

Excerpts from City Charter  

Charter of the City of Santa Rosa (Revised 2012) 

Sec. 30. Elections. General municipal elections of the City shall be held on the first 

Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year. All elections 

shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of 

California, as the same now exists or hereafter may be amended, for the holding of 

municipal elections, so far as the same are not in conflict with this Charter. Elections 

shall be conducted pursuant to the election laws of the state as the same relate to 

municipal elections. 

 

Sec. 31. Council Vacancy. 

(a) A Council vacancy may be filled by appointment by the Council or the Council may 

call a special election to fill the vacancy. If the Council fails to fill a Council vacancy 

within sixty days after it occurs, the Council shall then call a special election to be held 

as soon as practicable. 

(b) If for any reason the seats of a majority of the Council shall become vacant, the City 

Clerk shall then call a special election to fill the vacancies for the unexpired terms, such 

election to be conducted substantially in the manner provided for by the general laws of 

the state. 

(c) An appointee shall hold office until a successor is elected for the unexpired term at 

the next municipal election or until a successor is elected at a special election held in 

accordance with this section. Any person elected to the Council pursuant to this section 

shall serve the balance of the unexpired term. 

(d) If any officer of the City shall remove himself or herself from the City or absent 

himself or herself therefrom for more than thirty days consecutively without the prior 

permission of the Council or shall fail to qualify or shall resign or be convicted of a 

felony or adjudged incompetent, his or her office shall thereupon become vacant. 

(e) The Council may, by ordinance, provide the detailed procedure for carrying out the 

provisions of this Section. 


