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Madrone Audubon Society 
I N C O R P O R A T E D  

Transmitted by email 12/18/2019 

December 18, 2019 

Jen Santos                      
City of Santa Rosa                       
55 Stony Point Road                  
Santa Rosa, CA 94510 

Re:  Roseland Creek Community Park – Environmental Review/Mitigated Negative Declaration – Comment 

Dear Ms. Santos: 

We write to offer comments and recommendations for the “Roseland Community Park.”  Madrone Audubon 
Society serves all of Sonoma County, and we are headquartered in Santa Rosa.  Our members are very 
interested in the Roseland Creek Preserve property.  (Please see 2 newsletter articles included with this letter.)  
For 20+ years, community advocates have dedicated extraordinary time and energy to enhance awareness about 
this property and the now, almost 20-acre Preserve is planned for a community amenity.  Each year from March 
through August, Madrone Audubon devotes time nearby to a support project for a large heron and egret nesting 
colony.  We sponsor the annual Nature and Bird Festival at Lincoln Elementary School on West 9th Street, near 
the nesting colony.  This is a wonderful school-wide experience with immersion in nature for a full school day.  
We coordinate closely with Audubon Canyon Ranch and the Bird Rescue Center of Sonoma County for the 
festival. 

Our Board President met with you last summer to explore opportunities for enhancement of natural features, to 
be able to provide the community with a unique Nature Preserve in Roseland.  We followed up to inquire about 
the Roseland Creek property environmental review, awaiting that document, and expressed interest in meeting 
again.  We continue to be interested in meeting.  Having now, once again, reviewed the City’s plan, with the 
initial study and mitigated negative declaration (MND), we find the need to meet to be very important.  We are 
deeply concerned about the City’s revised Master Plan for the property and the MND. 

Including a multi-turf field, sports courts and BBQ areas as well as what would be accompanying noise and a 
high level of active recreation would negatively impact natural features, birds and wildlife relying on the 
property for survival.  By comparison, appropriate planning would include (1) passive recreation through trails 
of permeable, unpaved, surfaces, (2) interpretive signage, (3) understanding of and planned restoration of  
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habitat types - grassland, oak woodland, riparian corridor and creek, for education and public enjoyment.  Also, 
a picnic area, an appropriately located restroom, the Nature Center located in the Burbank Avenue house and 
small adjacent building, available parking at that location, permeable surfaces with very limited paving, and a 
community garden would be congruent, low impact, yet high use, areas – interfacing with birds and wildlife, in 
harmony with, not disturbing, the natural environment.  Other parking lot plans and paving are not appropriate 
and would contribute to excessive human and vehicle activity.  We are uncertain what a “shade structure” 
entails, but an appropriately located structure near a community garden could be congruent with low impact, 
passive, yet high use, recreation, concurrent with protecting the natural environment and providing an amenity 
in balance with natural features and public access. 

When we met a year ago, we suggested a coalition of nonprofit conservation organizations, dividing 
responsibilities, and hosting time at the Nature Center as well as collaborating to develop and offer 
environmental education for the nearby school students.  The Roseland Creek Preserve, as we like to describe 
the property, rather than a Community Park, is a location waiting to be realized -- to help students connect to 
studies of biology, ecology, art and nature.  Career paths to specialty areas addressing climate change impacts 
could be incubated at this property – such a consideration is necessary in 2020, not just a thought to consider.  
These opportunities should not be lost in the City’s plan for active recreation and excessive human activity, 
contraindicated for this property, as described above. 

To edify, a community garden effectively planned and located is a passive activity that could also be high use 
and integrated into the Preserve.  A veterans healing garden is also in the category of appropriate, passive and 
potentially high-use.  A picnic area would be appropriate, assuring the location is one where the public 
consistently and comfortably can enjoy an outing and picnic and birds and wildlife co-exist naturally and are 
not disturbed. 

The City’s Document Description reads:  “The proposed project would develop an approximately 19.49-acre 
project site on four contiguous parcels located between Burbank Avenue and McMinn Avenue in the Roseland 
neighborhood in southwest Santa Rosa. The park is designed to preserve and enhance the habitat values of the 
existing grassland, oak woodland, riparian and purple needle grass habitat areas on the site. The project includes 
trails and interpretive signs, two pedestrian bridges, a nature center, restrooms, picnic areas, outdoor classroom 
or community garden, play area, multi-use turf area, shade structure, sports court, and parking lots.” 

In our experience, a more appropriate description, considering the future of this property, including educational 
opportunities, would be:  “The proposed project would conserve an approximately 19.49-acre project site on 
four contiguous parcels located between Burbank Avenue and McMinn Avenue in the Roseland neighborhood 
in southwest Santa Rosa. The park, a Nature Preserve, is designed to preserve and enhance habitat values of the 
existing grassland, oak woodland, riparian and purple needle grass habitat areas on the site, and provide a 
setting for environmental education and projects to enhance the natural setting.  The project includes trails and 
interpretive signs, ?two pedestrian bridges?, a Nature Center, a restroom, a picnic area, a veterans healing  
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garden, and room for a community garden and shade structure.  All trails will be integrated into the property 
with permeable materials for passive recreation and enjoyment.  One parking area to accommodate # vehicles, 
from Burbank Avenue will be provided in the Nature Center area.” 

 
Environmental education opportunities for nearby public schools make this location an anchor property for 
students to learn about native plants, habitat types of grassland, oak woodland and riparian corridors, including 
the creek, and habitat restoration and enhancement, birds, wildlife, and climate change impacts and how to 
address those.  Just one example of nature study is trees that may be aging or in less than optimal condition.  
Such trees are often selected and used by cavity nesting birds; selecting tree portions to remain and monitoring 
to understand how birds and wildlife rely on sometimes overlooked natural features will contribute to learning.  
The property is one with appeal to all ages, and for our youth especially – this property offers the potential for 
an enjoyable outdoor experience, connecting with many facets of nature, and sparking that interest and 
connection to educational pathways. 
 
The Nature Center would provide an opportunity for a real Nature Center, to support environmental education 
and could be coordinated and offered by a coalition of nonprofit organizations with areas of expertise and 
shared participation.  The Laguna Foundation is currently involved in a restoration project along Roseland 
Creek in immediate proximity to the Roseland Creek property.  We understand the Sonoma County Water 
Agency is interested in involvement with creek restoration projects.  We also understood the Sonoma County 
Ag and Open Space District is creating a new conservation easement, combining the prior easements; the entire 
property, especially given its special conservation values and the presence of Roseland Creek, would benefit 
from a cohesive single Conservation Easement document. 
 
In the Initial Study, the Biological Resources review reveals diverse birds and wildlife relying on the Roseland 
Creek Preserve.  Table 4.4.2, page 37, lists several special status avian species anticipated to occur on-site and 
in the area:  Allen’s hummingbird, Loggerhead shrike, Nuttall’s woodpecker, Tricolored blackbird, White-tailed 
kite and Yellow-breasted chat. 
 
This natural setting, currently with passive walkers and bikers for human encroachment, supports a perceived 
safe setting for avian nesting and nutrition.  We observed an active Red-tailed hawk nest in one of the tall trees, 
visible from Burbank Avenue, on one of our visits.  During that same visit, a Barn owl flew overhead as we 
were walking.  On another visit, a black-tailed jack rabbit was observed hopping through the oak woodland 
area.  Even the non-native vegetation, including non-native grassland, provides cover and areas for forage for 
existing wildlife and birds who rely on this only remaining open space with grassland, riparian corridor, creek 
and oak woodland.  The vision of community advocates for a Nature Preserve is a statement of fact in terms of 
what the Roseland Creek property represents. 
 
In addition, remarkable is the listing of Table 4.4-3 of bat species, including Fringed Myotis, Hoary Bat, Long-
Legged Myotis, Pallid Bat, and Townsend’s Big-eared Bat, Western Red Bat, and Yuma Myotis.  Table 4.4-4 
identifies Western Pond Turtle as likely to occur on the property and in the area. 
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Experienced conservationists, naturalists and community members dedicated to environmental review of 
biological resource lists such as these recognize their significance.  It highlights the need to further identify and 
document bird and wildlife species, how they are living and co-existing in diverse habitats and areas of the 
property, and then consider how to enhance and restore those areas, over time, while providing appropriate 
passive recreational uses and developing a meaningful education program to serve the public school 
community.  Add to this the community garden, veterans healing garden, picnic area, a potential shade 
structure, and trails that are permeable and natural, with the Nature Center - and this is the Roseland Creek 
Community Park, or more appropriately named Roseland Creek Nature Preserve. 
 
The veterans healing garden is a good example of the opportunity for visitors with reflection and passive 
recreation, as well as volunteers to help maintain and enhance the garden. 
 
We urge the City of Santa Rosa to embrace and not lose this opportunity – it is unique and it is this land.  Please 
engage our organization and other conservation organizations to collaborate, and move in a direction to honor 
this acreage, including a new conservation easement and its terms, to ensure an uplifting experience for 
community members, one with a vision to the future while sustaining and enhancing the current environment 
for people and birds and wildlife.  This combination of approaches can produce a balanced plan to support low 
impact, high-level use, and a stellar and contemporary-to future educational program for the local schools. 
 
We would appreciate scheduling a meeting with you.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

Susan Kirks 

Susan Kirks, President                                           
Madrone Audubon Society, Sonoma County             susankirks@sbcglobal.net, 707-241-5548 

cc: Sonoma County Water Agency                         
Sonoma Co. Ag and Open Space District 
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