
From: Melanie Dodson
To: City Council Public Comments
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 14.2 Santa Rosa Child Care Support Pilot Program
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:23:08 PM

Santa Rosa City Council Members –
I am sorry I will not be able to join you tomorrow as you consider item 14.2 the Child Care Support
Pilot Program so I want to be sure to share my thoughts.  First of all thank you for your leadership
and understanding of child care as a critical economic driver for our community and as a struggling,
essential small business industry. 
 
I have done many presentations over the last weeks talking about the 57% reduction in child care
slots county wide and when I look at Santa Rosa alone there is a current reduction of 63% of child
care slots. And as COVID continues I continue to have great concern about the ability for our
industry those currently open and those currently closed to sustain – it is an industry in crisis!  As
more of our community return to work it is essential that we work as a community to ensure that
child care is available going forward. 
 
The two items to support child care providers will make a critical difference in Santa Rosa by
supporting existing small businesses through the small resiliency grants and by supporting 4Cs to
continue our Child Care Initiative Project Training Program -   reducing barriers and assisting new
licensed family child care providers to open their businesses. 4Cs wills support them through the
entire process. These additional slots will go along way to support parents but also to support
individuals who may be looking for a new income source and career.
 
I wholeheartedly support this Pilot Program and commend the Council for lifting up small business
and child care.
 
 
 
Melanie Dodson
Executive Director
Community Child Care Council of Sonoma County (4Cs)
131A Stony Circle, Suite 300
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
707-522-1413 x130
707-544-3077
Fax: 707-544-2625
www.sonoma4cs.org
 
NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is intended only for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or exempt from
disclosure under applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be a violation of law. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete all copies of the original message. Thank you!
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From: Ashley Chavez
To: City Council Public Comments
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Item 14.2 SR Child Care Support Pilot Program.
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:50:48 PM

Hi Santa Rosa City Council,
 
Thank you so much for your commitment to child care in Santa Rosa. In my
professional opinion, an investment in child care is one of our best hopes of an
economic recovery.
 
I am writing in support of item 14.2, the Santa Rosa Child Care Support Pilot
Program.  I have had countless calls from our community of child care providers in
Santa Rosa expressing desperation for financial support for their programs.  Many
programs are in danger of closing and hanging on by a thread.  Due to the current
health & safety regulations in light of the pandemic, they are operating at 50%
capacity, when they require operating at least at a 75% capacity to break even. Our
city is in real danger of a serious decline in child care programs and an economic
decline to match if parents are unable to go to work due to a lack of availability of
child care. This item would support training and the reduction of financial barriers to
new family child care providers/small business owners as well as providing the
opportunity to fund currently operating programs and sustain their viability for much
longer.   
 
*Note: The 4Cs office remains closed to the public, however I am working remotely. 
 
Ashley
-------------------
Ashley Chavez
Quality Counts Program Director
Community Child Care Council of Sonoma County (4Cs)
131-A Stony Circle, Suite 300
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
707-522-1413 x114 (direct)
707-544-3077 (front desk)
Fax: 707-544-2625
www.sonoma4cs.org

Celebrating 45 Years of Service to Sonoma County! 1972-2017
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