
From: Short Term Rentals 

Sent: 

To: 

Saturday, July 31, 2021 4:55 PM 

Economic Development 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Short Term Rental Ordinance Input 

Shari Meads I City Planner 
Planning & Economic Development 1100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 31 Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Tel. (707) 543-4665 I Fax (707) 543-3269 I 
smeads@srcity.org 
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From: Ian Alexander <ianofcourse@gmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, July 24, 2021 2:37 PM 

To: Short Term Rentals <shorttermrentals@srcity.org> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Short Term Rental Ordinance Input 

As a resident of Montecito Heights, I have seen first hand the reality of short term rentals in the area. 

As the city (finally) develops an ordinance, I believe three components are crucial: 

Limits on occupancy 

Penalties for non-compliance 

A bias toward incenting homeowners toward long term rentals rather than STRs. 

The main problem I have observed is that these rentals are being used as event spaces. Everything from family reunions 

to bachelor parties to just plain house parties. Because houses tend to be larger in this area, there needs to be a cap of 

perhaps 8 people or so. 2 to three families max. Closer to two. 

The reason being is that this is not Tahoe or Bodega Bay. These neighborhoods are residential and outside of 

recreational areas. Therefore, these limits need to promote the original nature of our neighborhoods: Single family 

dwellings. Once occupancy goes too far beyond a family or two, STRs become antithetical to the zoning of the area and 

that is bait and switch for the families that paid good money to live in a neighborhood zoned for single families. 

Without occupancy limits, local ordinances like noise or open containers will open the door to overwhelming police in 

enforcement. Occupancy, in my view, is the only way to mediate behavior in STRs. 

Additionally, with the lack of rental properties in SR, making it more difficult to easily prosper with STRs will result in 

more rental units on the market for a rental starved community. It's too easy now to hand over the keys, clean up the 

mess and apologize to neighbors while making easy money. 
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