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Responses to Harris, David J. 

 

 

 

 

 
Response to Comment 1: Support for the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative 
 
Thank you for providing your opinion that the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative should be 
constructed due to its potential for increased use based on its perceived proximity to the 
SMART train station, Coddingtown Mall, other business, and high-density housing. Your 
comment is noted for the record and will be considered as part of the decision-making 
process on the Project. 

Response to Comment 2: Design of the bridge  
 
Caltrans notes the commenter’s opinion on the design of the bridge. Chapter 3, Aesthetics, 
of the IS/MND discusses the potential visual impacts of the Project. Several factors, 
including the goals of placemaking and creating a landmark in Santa Rosa, informed the 
design team’s recommendation, and the Design Review Board’s concurrence with, a cable-
stayed bridge type as being the most appropriate structure type for this Project, as 
described below: 
 
1) Geometric Constraints. Geometric constraints at this location require a structure type 

with minimal deck depth. This consideration combined with the main span length and 
Caltrans’ preference for avoiding a center median support rule out a typical concrete box 
structure type and limit the structure type alternatives to three main families: a tied arch, 
a through truss, or a cable-stayed structure. 

2) Visibility of and for users. In the March 2018 Public Input Survey for this Project the top-
ranked design priority was user safety and experience. Accordingly, cable-supported 
structure types offering maximum visual openness for users on the bridge and maximum 
visibility of users by drivers below ranked higher than a through truss.  

 
3) Constructability. At the Edwards-Elliott location the west side of the freeway is fully built 

out and the SRJC’s development plans severely limit future availability of construction 
staging areas on the east side. Limited staging areas and the need to minimize impacts 
on traffic favor a structure type that can be efficiently erected over an active freeway in 
small segments. 

4) Visibility of the hills of the Shiloh Ranch Regional Park, Buildings and Signage. Owners 
of commercial properties along Cleveland Avenue as well as the SRJC expressed 
concerns that the Project could impede views of existing and proposed buildings and 
signage. Maintaining expansive visual character of this portion of the freeway and 
visibility of the Shiloh Ranch hills for northbound travelers also emerged as a design 
consideration suggesting a visually “light” structure. 
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5) Architectural Character and Presence: The City’s Design Review Board, stated a 
preference for “a modern, light design unique to Santa Rosa,” while also urging the 
design team to “push the design envelope,” “treat the bridge as artwork,” and consider 
architectural lighting for views of the bridge at night. The DRB also urged the design 
team to pursue bold and unique tower designs that would be iconic and create a 
landmark in Santa Rosa.  

 
Based on these considerations, the design team recommended a cable-stayed bridge for 
the Project. Note that visualizations presented as part of the IS/MND represent a basic 
concept. During the design phase the design of the cable arrangement, fencing, and tower 
elements will be refined and developed to achieve a unique landmark for Santa Rosa. 
 
Public input will be an integral part of the Project design phase. In partnership with Caltrans 
and SCTA, the City will develop a public outreach plan, host community meetings, meet 
with residents, conducting community assessments, host design charrettes, and other 
related public outreach efforts. In addition, the City will continue to consult the City's Design 
Review Board during the design phase. AMM AES-4 has been incorporated in the Project to 
ensure the City seeks community input on the design and aesthetics of the Project during 
the design phase (refer to Chapter 3, Aesthetics, of the IS/MND).  
 
Response to Comment 3: Additional Shared Use Paths over U.S. 101  
 
Caltrans notes the commenter’s opinion that additional Class I shared use pathways are 
needed over the U.S. 101. The City does not have additional planned Class I shared use 
pathways over U.S. 101; however, the City is planning to reconstruct the Hearn Avenue 
Overcrossing which would include bike lanes and sidewalks in both directions. Please refer 
to the link https://srcity.org/746/Hearn-Avenue-Interchange-Phase-3. Your comment is 
noted for the record and will be considered as part of the decision-making process on the 
Project. 
 
  

https://srcity.org/746/Hearn-Avenue-Interchange-Phase-3
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Responses to Harris, Paul 

 

 
Response to Comment 1: Bridgeway submission 
 
Thank you for providing the photos and narrative of your Bridgeway submission. Your 
comment is noted for the record and will be considered as part of the decision-making 
process on the Project.  
 
Response to Comment 2: Steel cable tower design 
 
Caltrans notes the commenter’s opinion on the steel cable tower design and desire that his 
bridge design be used. Chapter 3, Aesthetics, of the IS/MND discusses the potential visual 
impacts of the Project. Several factors, including the goals of placemaking and creating a 
landmark in Santa Rosa, informed the design team’s recommendation and the Design 
Review Board’s concurrence with a cable-stayed bridge as being the most appropriate 
structure type for this Project, as described below. 
 
1) Geometric Constraints. Geometric constraints at this location require a structure type 

with minimal deck depth. This consideration combined with the main span length and 
Caltrans’ preference for avoiding a center median support rule out a typical concrete box 
structure type and limit the structure type alternatives to three main families: a tied arch, 
a through truss, or a cable-stayed structure. 

2) Visibility of and for users. In the March 2018 Public Input Survey for this Project the top-
ranked design priority was user safety and experience. Accordingly, cable-supported 
structure types offering maximum visual openness for users on the bridge and maximum 
visibility of users by drivers below ranked higher than a through truss.  

 
3) Constructability. At the Edwards-Elliott location the west side of the freeway is fully built 

out and the SRJC’s development plans severely limit future availability of construction 
staging areas on the east side. Limited staging areas and the need to minimize impacts 
on traffic favor a structure type that can be efficiently erected over an active freeway in 
small segments. 

 
4) Visibility of the hills of the Shiloh Ranch Regional Park, Buildings and Signage. Owners 

of commercial properties along Cleveland Avenue as well as the SRJC expressed 
concerns that the Project could impede views of existing and proposed buildings and 
signage. Maintaining expansive visual character of this portion of the freeway and 
visibility of the Shiloh Ranch hills for northbound travelers also emerged as a design 
consideration suggesting a visually “light” structure. 

 
5) Architectural Character and Presence: The City’s Design Review Board, stated a 

preference for “a modern, light design unique to Santa Rosa,” while also urging the 
design team to “push the design envelope,” “treat the bridge as artwork,” and consider 
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architectural lighting for views of the bridge at night. The DRB also urged the design 
team to pursue bold and unique tower designs that would be iconic and create a 
landmark in Santa Rosa.  

 
Based on these considerations, the design team recommended a cable-stayed bridge for 
the Project. Note that visualizations presented as part of the IS/MND represent a basic 
concept. During the design phase the design of the cable arrangement, fencing, and tower 
elements will be refined and developed to achieve a unique landmark for Santa Rosa (refer 
to AMM AES-4 in Chapter 3, Aesthetics, of the IS/MND). 
 
  




