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In 1964, the County of Sonoma, City of Santa Rosa, and the Library Trustees entered into a Joint
Powers Agreement (JPA) that resulted in the Santa Rosa-Sonoma County Free Public Library
System. In 1973, the Board of Supervisors directed the County Administrator to evaluate the current
library system with the goal of providing services to all the citizens of the County through an equitable
method of representation and financing.

In March 2012, the Board of Supervisors directed County staff to "go back and look at Library
management structure, efficiencies, cost savings, opportunities to collaborate with partner cities, and
review the JPA, and return to the Board with a status report and recommendations on areas of
improvement."

In August 2012, the Sonoma County Mayors and Councilmembers Association formed the Sonoma
County Library JPA Review Advisory Committee which includes a representative from each City and
the County. Over
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