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DRAFT GENERAL PLAN
Planning Commission, September 14, 2023
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Communities are planned by thinking about where homes, 
buildings, stores, parks, schools, roads, and other features 
should be located and how they relate to each other. 
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But planning also involves thinking about what people need 
and how they can stay safe, have access to education and 
jobs, and have a voice in decisions that affect their lives.
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The General Plan Update 
process, known as Santa Rosa 
Forward, provides an important 
opportunity to revisit and 
rethink community planning 
policies and programs. 

The goal is to think about how 
we want to improve Santa Rosa 
now and into the future! 
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California state law requires each jurisdiction to adopt a General Plan “for the physical 
development of the city.” General Plans address a range of important community elements, 9 of 
them are mandatory: land use, circulation, noise, safety, housing, open space, 
conservation, air quality, and environmental justice .

Why have a General Plan?

General Plan 
Elements 

required by the 
State of 

California 

https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_COMPLETE_7.31.17.pdf

https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_COMPLETE_7.31.17.pdf
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General Plan 
Process

We are currently in the Draft 
General Plan phase of the 
project.

Project Timeline
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Important Milestones
Community 
Involvement 

Strategy
August 2020

Existing 
Conditions 

Report
December 

2020

Briefing Book
February

2021

Vision 
Statement

August
2021

Alternatives 
Workbook

January
2022

Final Preferred 
Alternative

October
2022
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2050 General Plan Vision Statement
Refined by the community in Summer 2021

Santa Rosa is a diverse, equitable, and 
sustainable community built on civic 
engagement that empowers everyone 
to provide and support equal and 
affordable opportunities to obtain 
good housing, education and jobs; to 
enjoy vibrant cultural events and arts; 
and to live healthy lives in resilient 
neighborhoods that adapt to social 
and environmental change.
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Alternatives
Established Corridors

Neighborhood Main Streets

Housing Everywhere
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Draft
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General Plan Contents
Draft Santa Rosa General 
Plan 2050 consolidates the 
State mandated General 
Plan elements into five 
chapters* that address both 
required and optional 
General Plan topics. Each 
chapter includes goals, 
policies, and actions that 
work together to achieve 
the community’s vision for 
the future. 

*The City’s Housing Element covering the planning period through 2031 was adopted in February 2023. Draft General Plan 2050 
does not propose any changes to the Housing Element.



SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE    www.SantaRosaForward.com      13



SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE    www.SantaRosaForward.com      14













SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE    www.SantaRosaForward.com      20

Draft General Plan Survey 

Scan the QR code to the right or visit 
the below weblink to take an online 
survey!

santarosaforward.com/GPSurvey
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Next Steps
 City Council Review of the Draft General Plan 2050 –

September 26, 2023

 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy Public Review 
and Engagement – October to November 2023

 Environmental Impact Report Public Review –
November 2023 to January 2024

 Final General Plan and Final Environmental Impact 
Report – Spring 2024

 Final adoption of General Plan and EIR Certification  
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Project Website
Please visit the project website. 
It contains a wealth of project 
information, documents, and 
materials.

www.SantaRosaForward.com

http://www.santarosaforward.com/
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Next Steps
 Thank you for your ideas and feedback!

 The Project Team will summarize all comments and 
feedback gathered during these discussions. This input 
will help refine the General Plan. 

 Make sure you stay involved in the process! Please visit 
the project website to follow project updates and learn 
about upcoming opportunities to get involved. Your ideas, 
feedback, and perspective is important. 
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