


reasonable and widely supported measure. However, I can assure you that the vast majority of responsible dog
owners are meticulous about cleaning up after their pets. Meanwhile, there is more human feces in our parks than dog
waste—so let’s keep the concerns in perspective.

Public Safety: If some residents prefer to avoid off-leash dogs, they have the option to visit the many, many other
parks or plan their visits outside of designated off-leash hours. This is how public spaces function in a shared society
—through compromise and respect.

This is About Community, Not Just Canines

At its core, this issue is about nurturing a thriving, connected, and joyful community. Off-leash hours allow residents to
connect with each other, form friendships, and strengthen the fabric of our city. This isn’t just about rules and regulations—
it’s about creating a place where people want to live, work, and stay.

I urge you to take swift action on both of these matters. Addressing these concerns is an easy win for the well-being of our
city and its residents. We are simply asking for fair and reasonable access to public spaces and the removal of an officer who
has abused his authority.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Laurel Misuraca





 
Over the past several months, a full-scale offensive on our park by Sonoma County
Animal Control officer Anthony Faas has resulted in numerous tickets (of $300-$500
with no warnings) for unleashed dogs. Every person has been a senior citizen. Some
have been ticketed for having a leash in excess of six feet. Some have simply put their
leash down for a moment to tie their shoe. One gentleman was ticketed for having his
small dog on his lap while sitting on a bench, relaxing in the park. Seniors have been
ambushed, castigated, yelled at, and ordered to stop in their tracks. We’ve also
witnessed this armed officer hiding in the adjacent woods with binoculars, ready to
pounce with his large physical presence, guns, and onerous fines. Our sense of
community has been replaced by an environment of fear and hostility.
 
It's worth noting that this complaint-based patrol unit has received only one complaint –
and that was for a dog at large, an escapee on the loose. Not a pet. There have been no
complaints about us, or our friendly and responsible neighbors.
 
Also, this same fear and overreach is occurring at Doyle Park and at Franklin Park. There
are scores of residents uniting on Facebook groups (an unfortunate replacement for a
once thriving community space) who are all reporting the details of this overreach,
sharing that they all feel under siege. Brian Whipple and Anthony Faas are both keenly
aware of the fear this assault and overreach has brought on the community. They’ve
visited the Facebook groups personally.
 
The net is that sadly, we don’t go to Hidden Valley Park anymore. Neither do our
neighbors. We can’t. Our sense of community is gone. Our ability to share these city
resources has been taken. And the chilling effect of this aggressive and armed patrol is
palpable. Driving by Hidden Valley Park in the late afternoons, we see an empty field –
void of community. The only sign of life is often a white Animal Control truck, parked
right at the entrance, and Anthony Faas hiding somewhere in the woods – military style.
It’s a hostile and intimidating sight. And it’s surely not supportive of a “vibrant, resilient
and livable city.” It is an assault on our neighborhood and community.
 
Those of us without children, picnicking, or soccer interests deserve access to this
neighborhood resource too. And we’d appreciate it without fear, without being
terrorized, and without verbal and financial punishment from overly aggressive and rude
Sonoma County Animal Control officers. There is no equity in this situation. It’s just not
fair.
 
Summary: Our ask is not a large one. As there is currently a 6am-8am window at the





Subject: [EXTERNAL] ANTHONY FAAS
Date: Friday, March 28, 2025 8:04:01 AM

Hello Ms. Santos,  I am again sending you a letter I sent earlier this month as I did not hear
back from you and the issues with Animal Control Officer Anthony Faas have persisted and
escalated. His behavior is absolutely unacceptable,  instilling fear and loathing within our
elderly community. 

I am writing to bring to your attention two critical, interconnected issues affecting the quality of life in our city: the urgent
need for expanded off-leash hours for dogs and the alarming conduct of Animal Control Officer Anthony Faas.

A Rogue Animal Control Officer is Creating a Hostile Environment

Our community is being terrorized by an Animal Control officer who has completely lost the plot. Anthony Faas is
aggressively targeting responsible dog owners, issuing exorbitant fines—ranging from $300 to $500—for minor infractions.
His methods are extreme and predatory. Residents have reported him hiding in bushes with binoculars, lurking in the
shadows, and waiting to ambush unsuspecting community members as if they were criminals. This behavior is inappropriate,
unnecessary, and deeply damaging to the sense of safety and trust in our city.

Worse still, his demeanor is antagonistic and unnecessarily aggressive. He does not live in this community, he does not
represent the values of this community, and his actions have made many people—particularly elderly residents—feel unsafe
in public spaces. This is unacceptable. He must be removed from his position immediately.

Thousands of Residents Deserve Fair Access to Parks

Our city is home to thousands of responsible dog owners, yet there are almost no public spaces where they can safely allow
their dogs off-leash without the looming threat of excessive fines and harassment. Your job, as city leaders, is to make this
community a welcoming and enjoyable place to live—it’s time to enact new ordinances to support that mission. 

Currently, a small concession has been made for off-leash hours—6:00 AM to 8:00 AM in a handful of parks. While this is a
step in the right direction, it is also impractical for the vast majority of residents. Many people’s schedules do not allow for
such early outings, and frankly, most dogs are not even awake at that hour.

What We Are Asking For

1. Expansion of Off-Leash Hours: We request that the existing off-leash hours be extended to include 4:00 PM to
6:00 PM at all parks where morning off-leash hours have already been approved. This is a reasonable, balanced
solution that ensures both dog owners and non-dog owners can enjoy our shared spaces.

2. Immediate Removal of Anthony Faas: His conduct has crossed the line from enforcement into intimidation. He has
been reported for targeting and harassing elderly residents and peaceful dog owners, issuing unjustified citations, and
treating the public with blatant hostility. His removal is necessary to restore public trust and safety.

Addressing Potential Concerns

I understand that some concerns may arise regarding off-leash dogs. Let’s address them directly:

Dog Aggression: We all acknowledge that a small number of dogs can be aggressive. However, the overwhelming
majority of dog owners are responsible and manage their pets appropriately. Aggressive incidents are rare and are not
a valid justification for banning all dogs from enjoying off-leash time. If the concern were aggression alone, we
would be banning problematic individuals from public spaces—not issuing city-wide restrictions.

Dog Parks Are Not a Solution: Many might suggest that dog owners simply use designated dog parks. However,
dog parks are well-documented to be unsafe environments for canine socialization. Any experienced dog owner or
trainer will tell you that enclosed, high-energy spaces are a recipe for conflict and injury. Off-leash play in open park
spaces is safer and healthier for dogs.

Dog Waste: If the concern is waste management, then stricter fines for failing to pick up after one’s dog would be a



Public Safety: If some residents prefer to avoid off-leash dogs, they have the option to visit the many, many other
parks or plan their visits outside of designated off-leash hours. This is how public spaces function in a shared society
—through compromise and respect.

This is About Community, Not Just Canines

At its core, this issue is about nurturing a thriving, connected, and joyful community. Off-leash hours allow residents to
connect with each other, form friendships, and strengthen the fabric of our city. This isn’t just about rules and regulations—
it’s about creating a place where people want to live, work, and stay.

I urge you to take swift action on both of these matters. Addressing these concerns is an easy win for the well-being of our
city and its residents. We are simply asking for fair and reasonable access to public spaces and the removal of an officer who
has abused his authority.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Laurel Misuraca









Jane Baron
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