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Overview

1. NFT Irrigation Ban (AB 1572) Overview
2. State Mandated Code Update
3. NFT Screening of City-owned Properties
4. Santa Rosa Water Community Outreach Approach
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AB 1572 Requirements

• Prohibits irrigating nonfunctional turf (NFT) on commercial, industrial, 
institutional (CII) properties, and HOA common areas.

• Phased implementation timeline.
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2027

Dept. General Services 
(State); Local Gov’t & 
Public Agencies

2028

Commercial, Industrial, 
Institutional

2029

HOA 
Common 
Areas

2031

Local Gov’t 
in DACs*

*Or when funding available



What is Nonfunctional Turf?

• Nonfunctional turf refers to an irrigated lawn that is purely 
decorative and not regularly used for recreation or public/ 
community gatherings.
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“If the only time you walk 
on the turf is to mow it, 

it is considered 
nonfunctional.”



Nonfunctional Turf Indicators

Does the landscape have any of the following?

If “Yes” then it’s likely Nonfunctional and subject to AB 1572.
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Exemptions in Statute

“the use of potable water is not prohibited by this section to the 
extent necessary to ensure the health of trees and other 
perennial nonturf plantings, or to the extent necessary to address 
an immediate health and safety need.”
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Santa Rosa NFT Code Update

• By January 1, 2027, the City of Santa Rosa must update city 
code to address AB 1572 compliance and notify impacted 
customers.

• Timeline for Approval 
WC Subcommittee  – Overview of Code Changes (May 18th )
BPU - Recommendation to Council (June 2nd)
City Council & Public Hearing - Adoption (July 28th)
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Santa Rosa NFT Code Update

• City of Santa Rosa Water Waste Regulation (Title 14 Potable 
and Recycled Water, Chapter 14-21) updated to include NFT 
irrigation prohibition.

• Advantages include:
Uses an established legal and enforcement framework
Familiar to staff and customers

• Same approach as Cities of Palo Alto and San Luis Obispo 
(with existing WW ordinances)
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Water Waste Regulation – Redline Review

• Definitions (§ 14-21.020): 13 added (verbatim of statute)
• Prohibitions of irrigating nonfunctional turf (§ 14-21.050): NEW 

(verbatim of statute)
• Enforcement (§ 14-21.050): Reference to NEW prohibition 

above,  enforcement mechanism not modified.

*Please reference handouts
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AB 1572
Santa Rosa Water Screen of City Owned 

Properties



City of Santa Rosa Owned Facilities Compliance

• The City of Santa Rosa has 174 city-owned irrigation accounts:
• 141 attributed to city owned parks or recreation parcels, and
• 33 attributed to all other city owned parcels.

• In-depth GIS review and select site reconnaissance was performed 
by WUE staff at each of these accounts to identify areas of 
nonfunctional turf irrigated with potable water. 

• A total of 8 sites were identified to possess areas of nonfunctional 
turf potentially subject to the irrigation ban by Jan. 1, 2027. 
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City of Santa Rosa Owned Facilities Compliance 

• Identified affected 
properties

• Outreach to Facility 
Managers

• Will now provide 
technical assistance to 
support initial compliance 
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City of Santa Rosa Compliance – Next Steps

WUE team will offer technical assistance to facilities and maintenance 
staff, including prequalification of Cash for Grass programs (where 
interested):

1. Verify active irrigation of suspected NFT. 
2. Assess established trees and perennial plantings irrigated on the same valve 

as NFT and decide whether to exclude these areas.
3. Verify no active recreational use or community gatherings upon areas 

flagged by WUE staff. 
4. Assist with preparation of plan to discontinue irrigation for all verified NFT 

areas.
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AB 1572
Santa Rosa Water Customer Outreach



NFT Communications Plan

Notification letters mailed to all affected accounts spring 2026 
(Meets statutory requirement)
WaterSmart branded fact sheets and guidance documents 
City webpage: www.srcity.org/NFT 
Commercial landscape transformation resources:
Groundcover alternatives, 
Irrigation modifications and best practices
Low-cost approaches – sheetmulching demonstration video 

WaterSmart Rebates
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http://www.srcity.org/NFT
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Outreach 
& 

Education



www.NonFunctional
TurfCA.org
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External 
Resources



Thank you
Questions?
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