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History of the Storm Water Enterprise

• Created by City Council in 1996
• Long-term public funding source to:

• Comply with storm water permit requirements
• Reduce flooding, property damage, erosion, and storm water degradation 

• Added Title 16 to the City Code, creating a storm water enterprise 
and utility as an agency of the City

• City Council authorized to prescribe and collect charges for the 
services and facilities of the enterprise



Storm Water Assessment Fee Calculation
• Levied against each parcel of real property in the City
• Charged annually
• The calculated assessment based on the Equivalent Residential Unit 

(ERU), and considers parcel:
• size
• amount of impervious surface
• land use

• Current ERU fee is $41.34, which was approved by Council during the 
2024/2025 budget process

• Charges shown on annual Storm Water Enterprise Charge Report



Collection 
Process

• Charges 
collected on 
the Sonoma 
County 
Property Tax 
Roll on the 
City’s behalf 



Public Hearing

• Public hearing to:
• Adopt the Storm Water Enterprise Charge Report
• Approve placing the charges on the County Property Tax roll for collection
• Allow the public the opportunity to protest the method of collecting the 

charges

• Will occur on August 20, 2024 at City Council 
• Notices of the public hearing to be published in the Press Democrat 

on August 5 and 12, 2024



Recommendation

• It is recommended by the Water Department that the Board, by 
motion, recommend that City Council move forward with a Public 
Hearing on August 20, 2024, to adopt by 2/3 vote the Storm Water 
Enterprise Charge Report and approve placement of the Storm Water 
Enterprise charges on the Sonoma County Property Tax Roll to be 
collected by the Sonoma County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax 
Collector at the same time and in the same manner as Sonoma 
County property taxes are collected, unless those charges do not 
meet the County minimum of $10 and/or parcel owner contact 
information is known to be incorrect. 



Questions?
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