
RESOLUTION NO. 27963

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA ROSA RE-ADOPTING AS
AMENDED COUNCIL POLICY NO. 200-20, " PROVISION OF PRIORITY WATER

SERVICE TO RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS" 
AND COLINCIL POLICY NO. 200-21, " PROVISION OF PRIORITY SEWER SERVICE TO

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS" 

WHEREAS, the California legislature has declared the lack of affordable housing is a
matter of vital statewide importance; and

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Rosa is committed to the fair and equitable provision of
water and sewer services to persons and entities within its service area, in conformance with state

law and City policies; and

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 65589. 7 enhances the priority granted to lower- 
income housing by requiring that public agencies that provide water or sewer services shall adopt
written policies and procedures with specific objective standards for providing priority service to
residential developments with lower income housing; and

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 65589.7 requires the review of these policies
every 5 years; and

WHEREAS, the Council Policy No. 200-20 and 200-21 require the review and adoption
or re-adoption at least once every 5 years after July 1, 2006; and

WHEREAS, re- adoption of these policies regarding provision ofpriority water and sewer
service to residential developments with affordable housing will allow the City of Santa Rosa to
remain in compliance with Government Code 65589.7; and

WHEREAS, the Utilities Department and Community Development Department staff
have reviewed these policies and recommend re-adoption with small text changes to be
consistent with the terminology used in the City' s 2035 General Plan, to refer to the most recent
adopted version of the City' s Urban Wate Maiiagern n Plan, and t change irom ihe Board of
Public Utilities to the City Council as the policy body responsible for the review and re-adoption
of the policies; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Utilities, at its meeting on August 4, 2011, reviewed
these policies and, by resolution, recommended that the Council re- adopt as amended Council
Policy No. 200-20, " Provision of Water Service to Residential Developments with Affordable
Housing Units" and Council Policy No. 200-21 " Provision of Sewer Service to Residential
Developments with Affordable Housing Units." 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Santa Rosa re- 
adopt as amended Council Policy No. 200-20, " Provision of Water Service to Residential

Developments with Affordable Housing Units" attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and Council
Policy No. 200-21 " Provision of Sewer Service to Residential Developments with Affordable
Housing Units" attached hereto as Exhibit "B." 

IN COLTNCIL DULY PASSED this
30th

day of August, 2011. 

AYES: ( 7) — Mayor Olivares, Vice Mayor Ours, Councilmembers Bartley, Gorin, Sawyer, Vas
Dupre and Wysocky

NOES: (0) 

ABSENT: (0) 

ABSTAIN: (0) 

ATTEST: .  APPROVED: 

Acting C Clerk Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

COUNCIL POLICY

Policy Effective Number

Sub' ect: Number Date of Pa es

PR VISION OF PRIORITY WATER  
SERVICE TO RESIDENTIAL 200=20 8/ 30/2011 Page 1 of2
DEVELOPMENTS WITH AFFORDABLE

HOUSING UNITS

I. PURPOSE  

The purpose of this policy is to provide the City of Santa. Rosa' s written policy on the
prioritization ofpzoviding water service to residential developmeats with:af£ordable hausing
units. 

II. BACKGROUND

Government Code Section 65 89. 7 requires agencies which provide water or sewer services o
adopt written policies and procedures wliich provide for priority ofthe provision ofwater and
sewer services to proposed housing developments that help meet the regional need for very low
and low income housing and bans the denial or the conditaoriing of approval of an application for
services, or reducing the amount of the services applied for, merely because a proposed
development ancludes.afforda.blehousing components, except in 1'united circumstances. 

III. POLICY

A. yV.aEer Service  

The City of :Santa. Rosa, to the e rtent pr.acfical, will provide water service when: . 
I) Sufficient water supply.and distribution capacity is.availableto :accommodatethe

demand approved by the City within the service .area, in accordance with the G.eneral
Plan;   

2) The proposed.development carib.e serve.d water in.a fashion. that meets tbe .City' s
criieria. .Appxoval of .applications %r connection to the City':s water system sha11 not
be based on the presence or:absence of affor.dable housing ox low-incomehouseholds. 

B. Provision of Service During Times of Available C.apaeity
In times wher.e the City of Santa Rosa has .available water supply and .capaaity in its water
clistribution .system, the provision ofpublic water service to eligible residen i l hou ing
developments will be on an incoxne neutral basis. 

C. Provision of Service During' Times ofLimited Capacity
In the event of service limitatioxxs due to supply, capacity or regulatory .constraints, water sarvice

prioriiy sha11 be given to planned developments that include housing units affordable to very low
and low income laouseholds in accordance with Government Code Section 6 89.. ( SB 1087, 

2005), and the lunitations set therein. 

D. Service Approval.and Application Review

The City sha11 not deny or candition approval of an application for services to or reduced the
amount of sezvices applied for by a proposed developxnent that includes housing units affordable



COUNCIL POLICY

Policy Effective Number

Subject: Number Date ofPages

PROVISION OF PRIORITY W.A.TER

SERVICE TO RESIDENTIAL
200-20 8/ 30/2011 Page 2 of2

DEVELOPMENTS WITH AFFORDABLE

HOUSII IG UNITS

to very low and low income households, uxiless the City makes specific written imclings that the
denial, condition or reduction is necessary due io the exisience of one or more of the following: 

1) The City does not have suffcient water supply available, as demonstrated by written
engineering analysis and a report on the condition of the water supply, to serve the needs of
the proposed development. 

2) The Ciiy does not have suff'icient water system transmission .capacity available, as
demonstraied by written engineering analysis and a report on the condition of the water
system transrnission capacity, to serve the needs of fhe proposed development. 

3) The applicanthas failed to agree to reasonable ierms and condi.tions relating to tl e provision

of water sexvice generally applicable io development pxojects seeking water service from the
City, including butnot Iimited to, the requirements .of local, state ox federal la vs and
regulations or payment of demar d fees. • 

E. Review and Adaption/Readoption  

At least once every five _years after .7uly 1, 2006, the-City Council shall review and .adopt, .ox
readopt, apolicy andprocedures regarding the prioritization% r.provisi.on ofwater s rvices to

proposed developments thatinclude housing units affordable to very low and 1ow income
households. Tliis polic,y .and procedures shall take into .acco.unt the following information: 
1) Regulations and r.estrzctions adopted by the City relating to water shorta.ge emergencies; and
Z) The .availability ofwater supplies .as deterxnined by the City pursuant to its most recently

adopted Urban Water Management Plan.  



EXHIBIT B

COUNCIL POLICY  

Policy Effective Number

Subject:  Number Date oiPages

PROVISION OF PRIORITY SEWER

SERVICE TO RESIDENTIAL
200-21 8/ 30/2011 Page 1 of2

DEVELOPMENTS WITH AFFORDABLE

HOUSING UNITS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide the City of Santa Rosa' s written policy on the
prioritizaiion of providing sewer services to residential developments with affordable housing
units. .  

II. BACKGROUND

Government Code Section 65589:7 requires agencies which provide water or sewer services to

adopt written policies and procedures wluch provide for priority of the provision of water and
sewer services to proposed housing developments tliat help meet the regional need for very low
and low incorne housing and bans the denial or the conditioning of approval of an. application for
services, or reducing the amount of the services applied %r, merely because:aproposed
development includes affordable housing components, except in limited circumstances. 

III. POI:ICY

A. Se c ver Servnce

The Ci-t,y of 5anta Rosa, to the exteni practical, will provide sewer service whe: 
1) Suificient capacity is available to accommodate the demand.approv.ed by the Ci1,y

withua the service area, in accordance with the General Plan; 
2) The proposed development can be served sewer in a fasluon that xneets the City' s

criteria. Approval of applications for connectionto the City' s sewer system shall not
be based on the presence or absence of:affoxdable housing or low-income households. 

Provision oi ervice 1During ' imes oiF Available Capaci.y  
In times where the City of Santa Rosa has .available capacity in its sewer collection, treatment
and disposal facilities, the pxovision ofpublic sewer service to eligible residential housing
developments will be on an income neutral basis. 

C. Provision of Service During Times of Limited Capacity
In the event of service limitations due to capacity or regulatory constraints, sewer service pz ority
shall be givento planned developments that include honsing units affordable to very low.and low
income households in accordance with Governxnent Code Section 65589.7 ( SB 1087, 2005), and

the Iiznitations set therein. 

D. Service Approval and Application Review

The City shall not cleny or condition approval of an application for services to or reduced the
amount of services applied for by a proposed development that includes housing units affordable
to very Iow and low income households, unless the Ciiy makes specific written fmdir gs that the
denial, condition or reduction is necessary due to the .existence of one ox more of the following: 



COUNCTL POLICY  

Policy Effective Number

Subject: Number Date of Pages

PROVISION OF PRIORITY SEWER

SERVICE TO RESIDENTIAL
200-21 8/ 30/2011 Page 2 of2

DEVELOPMENTS WITH A.FFORDABLE

HOUSING UNITS

1) The City does not have sufficient treatment or collection transmission capacity, as
demonstrated by written engineering analysis and _a. report on the condition of -the treatment
or collection system capacity, to serve the needs of the proposed development. 

2) The Santa Rosa subregional sewerage system is under an order issued by the Regional Water
Quality Control Board ihat prohibits new sewer connections. 

3) The applicant has failed.to agree to reasonable terms and conditions relating to the provision
of sewer service generally applicable to development projects seeking sewer service irom
the Ciiy, including but not limited to, the requirements of local, state or federallaws and
regulations or payment ofpe nit connection fees. 

E. Review and Adoption/Readoption

At least once every five .yeaxs :after 7txly 1, 2006, the City Council sha11 review and adopt, .or
readopt, .a policy and procedures regarding the prioritization for provision of sevver services to
proposed developments that include housing units affordable to lower income households. This
policy .and procedures shall take inta .account the follawing information: 

1) Regulations .and restrictians adopted by the City xelating -to water shortage -emergencies; 
2) The availability af water supplies.as determi.ne.dby the City pursuant to its xn.ost recently

adopted Urban Water ManagementPlan; ancl

3) Plans, documents .and information relied upon by the City thai provide .a reasonable basis for
making service determinations.  


