
Attachment 5: Public Correspondence 



Summary of Public Comments on the Missing Middle Housing (MMH) Initiative 
 
 

• Great effort to get some needed housing.  How is it possible to become part of the 
Overlay District? 
 

• All property owners in the area should receive notices, not just the people in the 
Overlay District, because their neighbors will be affected. For example, if a 
neighbor builds a duplex in their backyard, the adjacent neighbors will generally 
experience more noise, more constrained parking, and increased impervious 
surfaces, which can affect the feeling of a quiet neighborhood of bungalows on 
small lots. The City should be aware that there are unintended consequences. 

 

• I am concerned that approval of MMH will affect our Historic District.  How will 
protections be assured? 

 

• We own a quad unit now.  We provide 1 parking space per tenant, but it is not 
enough. We try to keep rents low, but some of the tenants end up paying to be part 
of the parking district in our area so they can park an additional vehicle on the 
street.  

 

• I am interested in building a duplex in my backyard.  Rents are too high for my 
grandchildren, and I want to help them.  Will the City be providing any assistance 
or loans to construct these units? 

 

• The City Council should make it easier to build condominiums. The cost of 
permitting also needs to be kept reasonable. 

 

• I have some space in my backyard, and I am interested in finding out what my 
options are for adding additional units. 

 

• I am very excited about the prospect of being able to add additional units. 
 

• There is room on our property, and we have considered building a third unit. 
However, that is not something we are currently willing to go forward with, due to 
the overly restrictive tenant focused laws that the City of Santa Rosa has adopted 
(now and in the past).  If the City is serious about meeting the demand for 
workforce housing, we strongly suggest you revise your rental laws. 

 

• Consider building Missing Middle Housing at the Santa Rosa middle school 
locations that are being closed.  
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